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World Database on Protected Areas
WDPA

Only global database of protected areas
30 years old

150,000 + records

Partnership between UNEP and IUCN
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Includes all nationally designated parks and protected areas

International sites:
m UNESCO Natural and mixed World Heritage Sites
m UNESCO Man and Biosphere Sites
m Ramsar wetlands of International Importance
|
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ASEAN Heritage sites
Natura 2000 sites

UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre



WDPA Mandates

¢ UN General Assembly resolution of 1962 created first UN List of
protected areas

¢ Convention on Biological Diversity Programme of Work on Protected Areas

m  Suggests that Parties:

- Improve and update national and regional databases on protected areas and consolidate the World Database on
Protected Areas as key support mechanisms in the assessment and monitoring of protected area status and trends

- Participate in the World Database on Protected Areas maintained by UNEP-WCMC, and the United Nations List of
Protected Areas and the State of the World’s Protected Areas assessment process

¢ |IUCN World Parks Congress

m Recommendation 5.4

+ request the continuation of the process to enhance the quality of the data, and
making it publicly available and accessible

+ Urges parties to CBD to provide annual updates to the WDPA

m Recommendation 5.19
+ Category assignments in the WDPA

¢ |UCN World Conservation Congress
m Too many to list!

UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre



WDPA as basis for measuring global
protection and priority setting

Toward representative Global Ecoregion Protection.
protection of the world’s coasts Published in Protected Areas
and oceans—progress, gaps, Annual Report: UNEP-WCMC
and opportunities. Conservation 2008

Letters 2008

Working Toward High Seas

Marine Protected Areas. An Global analysis of the protection
Assessment of Progress Made and status of the world’s forests.
Recommendations for Collaboration. Biological Conservation 2009

UNEP-WCMC 2008

All analyses summarised in Annual Report on Protected Areas, January 2008 and based on WDPA data



Always room for
improvement

¢ Improve delivery of information

¢ Increase number of users interacting directly with
the WDPA

UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre



“But the
times,
they are a
changing”



Looking for synergies

Facebook User Growth Growth in nationally protected
(2004-present) areas (1872-present)



Goals:

1. Information dissemination
2. Tools to improve data
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World Database on
Protected Areas
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WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia
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Video



DEMO



19 October 2010



Protected Planet, the numbers...

3,000

600

500

200
40,000,000
15,000

920

Registered users

edits to protected areas information
Wikipedia articles added to site pages
full dataset downloads

protected areas downloaded

photos ranked

views of Protected Planet video
online



Social Networks

For Nature Conservation

a new paradigm to manage global databases?



Goals:

1. Information dissemination
2. Tools to improve data

3. Build communities of interest around protected areas (not just about the data)



Communities of Interest

Grade this photo!
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What's next?
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