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	Chers membres de WISP-net

Veuillez trouver (ci-dessous et ci-joint) quelques rapports et notices intéressantes qui ont été envoyés à IMPD pendant le mois passé. Nous essayerons d’envoyer une telle information sur une base mensuelle, et nous voudrions recevoir des contributions d’intérêt général de tous les membres.

Queridos Socios del WISP-net

Encuentre por favor (abajo y adjunto) algunos informes y avisos interesantes que se han enviado a IMPS durante el último mes. Nos esforzaremos para enviar tal información sobre una base mensual, y quisiéramos recibir contribuciones del interés general de todos los miembros.

Dear WISP members

Please find (below and attached) some reports and interesting notices that have been sent to WISP during the past month. We will endeavour to send out such information on a monthly basis, and we encourage contributions from all members that are of broad appeal.


	Dans cette emission

	Événements passé

Entrefilet 1: La Journée Internationale des Populations Autochtones, 9 août 2008 (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 2: Rapport de la Sixième Session de la Commission du Développement Durable (5-16 Mai 2008 à New York) (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 3: Premier Assemblée du COMESA’s (Le Marché Commun d’Afrique orientale et austral) sur l´élevage et le pastoralisme, Mai 21, 2008, Taj Pamodzi, Hotel, Lusaka, Zambie (en Anglais)

Initiatives, programmes et projets actuels 

Entrefilet 4: Le premier numéro de Bulletin bilingue d’informations sur les initiatives et activités du Réseau de connaissances Elevage/Pastoralisme de la SNV Afrique de l’Ouest et Centrale.

Entrefilet 5: Bulletin d’information: OCHA Pastoralist Voices, août 2008 (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 6: Premier Numéro de Bulletin ELMT-ELSE (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 7: Experts de projet de recherche CLIP avertissent  que la conversion des parcours en terre d’assolement contribueront de façon pertinente au réchauffement climatique en Afrique de l’Est (en Anglais) 

Entrefilet 8: Nouveau détermination de la UNCCD. Article dans le MEA No.51a (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 9 : Communiqué d’une étude de la FAO sur la dégradation des terres (en Anglais)

Entrefilet  10: Forum Européenne sur la conservation de la nature et le pastoralisme (en Anglais)

Prochaines événements

Entrefilet 11: UNCCD: La septième séance du CRIC (CRIC 7) et la première séance special du CST, Istanbul, Turquie du 3ième au 14ième Novembre 2008 (en Anglais)
Entrefilet 12: UNCCD compose le Consortium pour la Séance du  9ième  CST (Source: MEA Bulletin 52) (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 13: Cours International sur les interaction d’élevage et l’environnement et  l’exploitation durable, Los Banos (Philippines), 24ième Novembre – 5ième Décembre (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 14 : Congrès International sur la transhumance Méditerranéen, Valencia, Espagne  23ième-  25ième Octobre 2008 (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 15: Le Congrès mondial de la nature de l’UICN, Barcelone, 5 - 14 Octobre 2008  

Publications

Entrefilet 16:  Document d’ Information Oxfam No. 116 : La loi de la jungle - Le pastoralisme et les changements climatiques en Afrique de l’Est (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 17: C. Seré et al. Juin 2008: L’élevage et la réduction de la pauvreté  – les défis et les opportunités des systèmes de production sur les parcours dans les terres arides et semi-arides (en Anglais)

Entrefilet 18: Étude sur les pasteurs du Kenya et le trouble déficitaire de l’attention avec hyperactivité (!!!) (en Anglais)



	En este Boletín

	Eventos pasados

Ítem 1:  Día Internacional de los Pueblos Indígenas del Mundo, 9 de agosto de 2008  (en Ingles)

Ítem 2:  Informe de la 16a sesión de la Comisión sobre Desarrollo Sostenible, 5-16 de mayo de 2008 en Nueva Cork  (en Ingles)

Ítem 3:  Primer Foro regional de COMESA sobre la ganadería y el pastoralismo, 21 de mayo de 2008, Hotel Taj Pamodzi, Lusaka, Zambia  (en Ingles)

Ítem 4:  Primera edición de la Red de conocimiento sobre ganadería y pastoralismo de África occidental y central, creada por SNV (en Ingles)
Ítem 5:  Boletín de noticias de OCHA, edición de  julio / agosto 2008 de Las voces de los pastores  (en Ingles)

Iniciativas, proyectos y programas en curso

Ítem 6:  Primer número del Boletín de noticias de  ELMT-ELSE  (en Ingles)
Ítem 7:  El proyecto de investigación  CLIP advierte que la conversión de pastizales a tierras de cultivo será el principal responsable del calentamiento global en África oriental  (en Ingles)
Ítem 8:  Nuevo enfoque sobre el desarrollo rural: ¿Dónde encaja la UNCCD? Boletín MEA – Artículo invitado nro. 51a – viernes 18 de julio de 2008  (en Ingles)

Ítem 9:  Estudio publicado por la Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación y la Agricultura sobre el proyecto Evaluación de la Degradación de Tierras en Zonas Áridas (LADA) (en Ingles)
Ítem 10:  Foro Europeo de la Conservación de la Naturaleza y el Pastoralismo (en Ingles)
Próximos eventos

Ítem 11:  UNCCD: Sétima sesión del Comité de Revisión de la Implementación de la Convención (CRIC 7) y primera sesión especial del Comité de Ciencia y Tecnología (CCT), Estambul, Turquía, del 3 al 14 de noviembre de 2008  (en Ingles)    
Ítem 12:  La UNCCD selecciona  consorcio para la Sesión del CCT en 2009 (Fuente: Boletín MEA 52) (en Ingles)    
Ítem 13:  Curso internacional sobre ganadería,  interacciones ambientales y agricultura sostenible,  Los Baños (Filipinas), del 24 de noviembre al 5 de diciembre (en Ingles)    
Ítem 14: Congreso Internacional sobre Trashumancia en el Mediterráneo, Valencia, España, del 23 al 25 de octubre de 2008 (en Ingles)    
Ítem 15: Congreso Mundial de la Naturaleza en Barcelona, España, del 5 al 14 de octubre de 2008 (en Ingles)    
Publicaciones:
Ítem 16:  Oxfam Briefing Paper 116: Survival of the Fittest – Pastoralism and Climate Change in East Africa (en Ingles)    
Ítem 17: C. Seré et al. June 2008: Livestock production and poverty alleviation – challenges and opportunities in arid and semi-arid tropical rangeland based systems (en Ingles)    
Ítem 18:  El estudio señala que el Trastorno de déficit de atención e hiperactividad (TDAH) puede en realidad ayudar a los nómadas kenianos (en Ingles)    


	In this Issue

	Past events

Item 1: International Day of the World’s Indigenous People, 9 August 2008
Item 2: Report of the 16th Session of the Commission for Sustainable Development, 5-16 May 2008 in New York
Item 3: COMESA’s 1st Regional Livestock and Pastoralism Forum, May 21st , 2008, Taj Pamodzi, Hotel, Lusaka, Zambia

Ongoing initiatives, projects and programmes

Item 4: SNV First edition of the Livestock and Pastoralism Knowledge Network of West and Central Africa.

Item 5: OCHA Pastoralist Voices for July/August 2008.

Item 6: First Issue of ELMT-ELSE Newsletter

Item 7: CLIP Research Project warns that the Conversion of Pasturelands to Croplands will be the major Contributor to Global Warming in East Africa

Item 8: New Focus on Rural Development: Where does the UNCCD figure? MEA Bulletin - Guest Article No. 51a - Friday, 18 July 2008

Item 9: Study released by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization-led project on Land Degradation Assessment in Drylands (LADA).

Item 10: European Forum on Nature Conservation and Pastoralism

Upcoming Events

Item 11: UNCCD: The seventh session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 7) and First Special Session of the Committee on Science and Technology (CST), Istanbul, Turkey from 3 to 14 November 2008 
Item 12: UNCCD selects Consortium for 2009 CST Session ( Source:  MEA Bulletin 52)

Item 13: International Course on Livestock-Environment Interactions and Sustainable Farming, Los Banos (The Philippines), November 24th - December 5th
Item 14: International Congress on Mediterranean Transhumance, Valencia, Spain between 23 rd and 25th of October 2008

Item 15: World Conservation Congress in Barcelona, Spain from 5th to 14th October 2008

Publications

Item 16:  Oxfam Briefing Paper 116: Survival of the Fittest – Pastoralism and Climate Change in East Africa
Item 17: C. Seré et al. June 2008: Livestock production and poverty alleviation – challenges and opportunities in arid and semi-arid tropical rangeland based systems

Item 18:  Study Says Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) may Actually Help Kenyan Nomads



	Past events

	Item 1: International Day of the World’s Indigenous People, 9 August 2008 
United Nations (UN): Statements and Messages: 

Includes messages from United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon; Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Kyung-wha Kang, and S. James Anaya, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people; Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs Sha Zukang; and Chairperson of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Victoria Tauli-Corpuz. 

http://www.un.org/events/indigenous/2008/ 

Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO): Indigenous peoples threatened by climate change
Indigenous communities are often the custodians of unique knowledge and skills and the genetic and biological diversity in plant and animal production that may be vital in adapting to climate change… 

http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2008/1000906/index.html 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD): Honouring the contributions made by indigenous peoples, to sustaining life on earth

Indigenous peoples are stewards of the Earth’s biological diversity and their diverse cultures and languages are the pillars of humanity’s cultural diversity. This is especially true for indigenous women, who play a vital role in the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity as guardians of traditional knowledge, and treasure keepers of seeds for their communities… 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/indigenousday2008_SCBD_en.doc 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): Recognizing Indigenous efforts to maintain their distinctive cultures, socio-political systems and identities
UNDP supports those efforts within the context of the human development agenda, with its focus on allowing people to develop their full potential and lead productive, creative lives in dignity and in accordance with their needs and interests… 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/indigenousday2008_UNDP_en.doc 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO): Celebrates the adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
UNESCO appreciates the significant contribution of indigenous knowledge systems and world visions to sustainable development… 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/indigenousday2008_UNESCO_en.doc 
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	Item 2: Report of the 16th Session of the Commission for Sustainable Development, 5-16 May 2008 in New York 
The ECOSOC Division for Sustainable Development, which also serves as the Secretariat of the Commission on Sustainable Development has released the report CSD 16 and is also in the process of restructuring its website. The themes of the 16th and 17th CSD are agriculture, rural development, land, drought, desertification and Africa. 

Read the report at: http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/359/68/PDF/N0835968.pdf?OpenElement
En Français: 

http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=E/CN.17/2008/17(SUPP)&Lang=F
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	Item 3: COMESA’s 1st Regional Livestock and Pastoralism Forum, May 21s , 2008, Taj Pamodzi, Hotel, Lusaka, Zambia
COMESA will set up a Regional Livestock and Pastoralism Forum that will serve as the broad, consultative entity through which COMESA can benefit from the wide diversity of actors and experiences related to pastoralism and livestock development in the region. Consultation with these actors should inform the policy process under all CAADP pillars as it relates to arid and semi-arid areas, and more specifically pastoralism food security policy process under Pillar III. The forum would be convened by COMESA and the secretariat support could be provided by Pastoral Area Coordination, Analysis, Policy Support (PACAPS). 

Specific TOR of the Forum

Provide COMESA with information on pastoralism and livestock issues, and stakeholder opinions on priorities for regional policy development

Provide a forum through which COMESA can propose policy and programming options, and seek feedback from stakeholders on the relevance and likely impact of such options

The design of the forum:

Forum meetings should be targeted at specific issues and aim to provide COMESA with insights and information on the issue in question. It follows that the composition of the forum should be strategic and will vary according to the topic of a particular forum meeting e.g. a forum dealing with cross-border trade should bring together Stakeholders dealing with or experienced on cross-border trade issues. Despite the need for flexibility outlined above, the forum could comprise a group of core actors. In addition to COMESA itself, these actors might be other relevant African organizations (e.g. AU, IGAD, EAC, regional trade associations or similar) plus key development partners (e.g. donors with particular interest in or commitment to livestock and pastoralism – USAID EU, AfDB, DFID, SIDA). UN agencies such as FAO, UNDP, UN-OCHA, would also be invited as appropriate. The core group should be small and manageable. COMESA has identified a particular need to engage representatives of pastoralist communities and private sector stakeholders in policy dialogue



	Ongoing initiatives, projects and programmes

	Item 4: SNV First edition of the Livestock and Pastoralism Knowledge Network of West and Central Africa.
The first edition of the Newsletter of the Knowledge Network Livestock & Pastoralism of SNV West and Central Africa (English and French) has been launched, giving information on SNV activities and initiatives in the WCA region. The Newsletters in both English and French are also available on the website of SNV-Niger www.snvniger.org
http://www.snvniger.org/Brochures/2008_1_SNV_KNN_Livestock&Pastoralism_en.pdf
Entrefilet 4:  Le premier numéro de Bulletin bilingue d’informations sur les initiatives et activités du Réseau de connaissances Elevage/Pastoralisme de la SNV Afrique de l’Ouest et Centrale.

La SNV/Afrique de l’Ouest et Centrale vient de lancer un nouveau bulletin bilingue électronique d’information : le Bulletin du Réseau Élevage & Pastoralisme de l’Afrique de l’Ouest et Centrale. Ce bulletin a pour vocation d’informer les lecteurs sur les activités et initiatives régionales de développement et de partage des connaissances en matière d’élevage et de pastoralisme de la SNV.

http://www.snvniger.org/Brochures/2008_1_SNV_KNN_Livestock&Pastoralism_fr.pdf
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	Item 5:  OCHA Pastoralist Voices for July/August 2008.

The key highlights of this issue include the following: 
Pastoralists Explain the Impact of Rising Food, Fuel Prices and Protracted Drought in their Own Words. 

Advocacy for Appropriate Attention to The Vulnerability of Pastoralist Communities in the Horn and Eastern  Africa 

The Struggle for the Tana Delta 

Download the Bulletin at: http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1092666
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	Item 6: First Issue of ELMT-ELSE Newsletter

The first issue of the ELMT-ELSE Newsletter describes some of the experiences of ELMT Consortium Members and their efforts to increase the self-reliance of populations living in the dryland, trans-boundary areas of southern Ethiopia, south-western Somalia and northern Kenya.

Please find attached the ELMT-ELSE newsletter: 
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	Item 7:  CLIP Research Project warns that the Conversion of Pasturelands to Croplands will be the major Contributor to Global Warming in East Africa
CLIP is a joint research project of Michigan State University (MSU) and the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF), exploring important linkages between land use/cover changes and climatic changes in east Africa. New study results are warning that the conversion of huge areas of pasturelands to croplands in east Africa will be a major contributor to global warming in the region. Global climate modelling results indicate that the region will experience wetter and warmer conditions as well as decreases in agricultural productivity. However, results just released by the Climate Land Interaction Project (CLIP) forecast that there will be a high degree of variability within the region with some areas becoming wetter and others drier. This research provides evidence of the complex connection between regional changes in climate and changes in land cover and land use. The results forecast the conversion of vast amounts of land from grasslands to croplands over the next 40 years, with serious consequences for the environment.

For more information please visit: http://www.ilri.org/ILRIPubAware/ShowDetail.asp?CategoryID=TS&ProductReferenceNo=TS%5F080722%5F001  
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	Item 8: New Focus on Rural Development: Where does the UNCCD figure? MEA Bulletin - Guest Article No. 51a - Friday, 18 July 2008
The governments and civil society organizations that created the UNCCD had a vision. They understood that the degradation of land capital was a major stumbling block to development with immediate impacts on the livelihoods of rural communities (e.g. drinking water, renewable energy, health, and education), with direct consequences for economic growth (for instance compromised agricultural, livestock and timber production). The demand on land as a provider of global products and services in terms of climate change continues to increase, while land management certainly falls under the national sovereignty of states, not under ‘global commons’.
Although adopted by 193 country Parties, the UNCCD still grapples with where it stands in the global context of environmental governance. The two fundamental questions that UNCCD constituencies must ask are: “What role does the UNCCD play in positioning land degradation issues strategically within other policy processes such as the UNFCCC, the Convention on Biological Diversity and  the United Nations Forum on Forests, as a platform for policy and strategy development and within institutions like the World Bank?’’ and “What do countries gain from attending a Conference of the Parties of the UNCCD in terms of a common understanding on the way ahead and as regards information and insights, strategies and instruments, to take home for action at national level?”
Read the complete article at: http://www.iisd.ca/mea-l/guestarticle51a.html
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	Item 9: Study released by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization-led project on Land Degradation Assessment in Drylands (LADA)
Land degradation is intensifying in many parts of the world, according to a study using data taken over a 20-year period, FAO announced this week. Some 22 percent of degrading land is in very arid to dry-sub humid areas, while 78 percent of it is in humid regions. The study found that degradation is being driven mainly by poor land management. Comparing with previous assessments, the present study shows that land degradation since 1991 has affected new areas; meanwhile some historically degraded areas were so severely affected that they are now stable having been abandoned or managed at low levels of productivity. But the news is not all bad. Bright spots were also identified in the study in cases where land is being used sustainably (19% of cropland) or is showing improved quality and productivity (10% of forests and 19% of grassland).

For more information please visit: http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2008/1000874/index.html 
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	Item 10: European Forum on Nature Conservation and Pastoralism
The European Forum on Nature Conservation and Pastoralism (EFNCP) is a Europe-wide network which raises awareness of the importance of low-intensity farming for nature conservation and aims to improve the way public policies respond to the needs of these farming systems.

The maintenance of ‘High Nature Value’ farming systems (HNV farmland) - now a central aim of the EU Common Agricultural Policy - raises huge challenges. The Forum believes that securing a sustainable future for HNV farmland requires addressing a wide range of socio-economic and cultural questions, going far beyond traditional agri-environment policy.

EFNCP is the only organisation which regularly brings together farmers, conservationists, policy makers, researchers and Non-Governmental Organizations to discuss these issues.

Visit the website of EFNCP: www.efncp.org 


	Upcoming events                                                                                                                   

	Item 11: UNCCD: The seventh session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 7) and First Special Session of the Committee on Science and Technology (CST),  Istanbul, Turkey from 3 to 14 November 2008 

The seventh session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 7) will be held in Istanbul, Turkey back to back with the First Special Session of the Committee on Science and Technology (CST), from 3 to 14 November 2008, at the invitation of the Government of Turkey.  After the official opening and ensuing one 2nd half day regional consultations for Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, Northern Mediterranean and Central Eastern European country Parties, the CST session will commence its work on Wednesday 5 November. The CST will start by considering the costed draft two-year work programme and the four-year work plan for the CST. The CST is expected to consider the ways on how to measure progress for strategic objectives 1, 2 and 3 of The Strategy, as well as to present methodological suggestions on how to assess the overall implementation of the 10-Year Strategic Plan. 

The CRIC starting on Friday 7 November will focus on three methodological blocks, i.e. presentations and discussions on multi-year programmes of work prepared for the secretariat, the GM, Joint Work Programme between both organisations, the CRIC and the CST. Secondly, reporting issues will be tabled to CRIC 7 participants, in order to elicit additional input for the ongoing work of the secretariat in drafting new guidelines. Thirdly, presentation and discussion on future format of CRIC sessions will ensure coherence between reporting guidelines that will form the substantive basis of discussions during CRIC sessions. 

For more information please visit:  http://www.unccd.int/cop/cric7/menu.php 
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	Item 12: UNCCD selects Consortium for 2009 CST Session ( Source:  MEA Bulletin 52) 
The Bureau of the Committee on Science and Technology (CST) of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) has selected the “Drylands Science for Development” consortium as its partner to jointly organize a scientific conference for the CST’s ninth session in 2009. Consortium members include the International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), the International Crops Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), and the UN University/International Network on Water, Environment and Health (UNU–INWEH). CST9 will convene in conjunction with the ninth Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD, in late 2009, and will consider the priority theme “Bio-physical and socio-economic monitoring and assessment of desertification and land degradation, to support decision-making in land and water management.” 

Source: http://www.iisd.ca/mea-l/meabulletin52.pdf 

More information can be obtained from info@laventana.nl
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	Item 13: International Course on Livestock-Environment Interactions and Sustainable Farming, Los Banos (The Philippines), November 24th - December 5th
A course on Sustainable Agriculture and Livestock Production Systems will be held (again) this year in Los Banos (The Philippines), from November 24th till December 5th. The course originates from an earlier series on Livestock-Environment Interactions that was held, among others in The Netherlands, India, Cuba, China and Mexico. The course is co-organized by Wageningen-International (www.wi.wur.nl) and the SESAM of University of The Philippines (www.uplb.edu.ph).

People that benefit most from this course are mid career professionals in R&D of private and public organizations, with specific interest in rural development related with sustainable agriculture (livestock and crops). 

The course topics, materials and approaches are modified also this year to include most recent developments, such as in this case nutrient flows, attention to food-safety and security across the supply- and demand chain, novel adaptations to increasing costs of fuels and external inputs, mitigation and adaptation to climate change and the like. The course also pays special attention to the use of modern tools for system analysis and -design, to assist participants in applying the new skills and knowledge to issues relevant for their own working conditions. 

More information can be obtained from info@laventana.nl
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	Item 14:  International Congress on Mediterranean Transhumance, Valencia, Spain between 23rd and 25th of October 2008.
The Sociology and Human Sciences Faculty at the Catholic University of Valencia, in collaboration with the Museu Valencià d’Etnologia and the Depopulation and Rural Areas Development Study Centre (CEDDAR), are hosting an International Congress on Mediterranean Transhumance in Valencia, Spain between 23 rd and 25th of October 2008.

It appears that the oral presentations and discussions will mainly be in either Spanish or French. 

Further details of the program and booking information can be located at: www.ucv.es/transhumancia2008 
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	Item 15: World Conservation Congress in Barcelona, Spain from 5th to 14th October 2008

The World Conservation Congress will take place in Barcelona, Spain from 5th to 14th October 2008. This year Congress theme is ‘A diverse and sustainable world’. Thematic streams include: i) a new climate for change; ii) healthy environments - healthy people; iii) safeguarding the diversity of life. 

For more information about the WCC please visit: http://cms.iucn.org/news_events/events/congress/index.cfm
Several side events related to drylands and pastoralism are planned:

IUCN Drylands program coordinates a 90 min high-level panel discussion on drylands as economic assets 

The purpose of the high-level panel discussion is to come up with ways of increasing investment in sustainable drylands management, given the adverse effects of climate change. 

The objectives of the panel are to:

•Highlight the stereotypes about, and the impact, of climate change on drylands;

•Demonstrate how the drylands can be restored and sustainably used to lift people out of poverty, food insecurity and create greater wealth;

•Identify actions required for a stronger commitment to sustainable drylands management.

For further information on this panel please contact: Caterina.Wolfangel@iucn.org 

Side event coordinated by the League for Pastoral People and Endogenous Livestock Development: Enhancing the role of pastoralism in the conservation of dryland eco-systems

Pastoral land use is usually associated with a high degree of biodiversity, especially in drylands. Yet, pastoralists continue to be evicted from their traditional territories once these become ear-marked for official conservation. How can the needs of pastoralists and of conservation best be combined?

This event is primarily targeted at pastoralist support groups providing them with information and argumentation for making their case versus conservationists; a second target group will be conservation practitioners working in drylands and pastoral areas. The purpose is to distil some best practices about the integration of pastoralists into conservation efforts.

The workshop will be structured into three parts:

1. Summary of recent research on the correlation between pastoralism and bio-diversity. 

2. Presentation of three case-studies (one each from Africa, Asia, and Europe) detailing grassroots experiences of pastoralists with conservation projects and putting emphasis on explaining the respective institutional set-ups. 

3. Working groups to analyze the lessons of the case-studies and to brain-storm the way forward for achieving better recognition of pastoralism.

For more information on this side event please contact: gorikr@t-online.de 

WAMIP is coordinating a workshop titled “Mobile Indigenous Peoples Governing the Landscape,” which has been scheduled to take place in the UNDP Poble space.  This is a 90 minute session from 9:30- 11:00 on Tuesday 7 October 2008.

For more information on this workshop please contact: aghaghia@cenesta.org 

WISP together with the drylands programme will attend the World Conservation Congress and attempts to produce a pathway through the congress to direct all those interested in pastoralism and drylands development. If you have prepared a side event, workshop etc. related to pastoralism and drylands at the WCC, please let us know.

Please contact: Nikola.rass@iucn.org
Entrefilet 15 : Le Congrès mondial de la nature de l’UICN, Barcelone, 5 - 14 octobre 2008

Plus de 8,000 personnalités, des décideurs du monde entier dans le domaine du développement durable : des gouvernements, des ONG, des entreprises, des agences des Nations Unies et des universités, seront réunis en un seul lieu, pendant 10 jours, pour débattre, partager, travailler en réseau, apprendre, s’engager, voter et décider. Les objectifs : des idées, des actions et des solutions pour un monde durable et divers. 

Pour savoir plus sur le Congrès en général visitez : http://cms.iucn.org/congress_fr/index.cf
Publications

 



	Item 16:  Oxfam Briefing Paper 116: Survival of the Fittest – Pastoralism and Climate Change in East Africa

In a report released on Monday 18th of August 2008, Survival of the fittest, Oxfam calls for governments and development partners in the region to invest in more sustainable development polices in arid and semi-arid (ASAL) areas, which will ensure pastoralists, cope with the impact of climate change. Pastoralists in East Africa have been adapting to climate variability for millennia and their adaptability ought to enable them to cope with this growing challenge. This paper explains the policies required to enable sustainable and productive pastoralist communities to cope with the impact of climate change and generate sustainable livelihoods.

You can download the paper at: http://www.oxfam.org/files/bp116-pastoralism-climate-change-eafrica-0808.pdf
Entrefilet 16 : Document d’ Information Oxfam No. 116 : La loi de la jungle - Le pastoralisme et les changements climatiques en Afrique de l’Est

 

Les changements climatiques ont un impact destructeur sur de nombreuses sociétés dans le monde. Les pasteurs nomades de l’Afrique de l’Est s’adaptent depuis des millénaires à la variabilité climatique et leur adaptabilité devrait les aider à relever ce défi grandissant. Le présent document indique quelles sont les politiques requises pour aider les communautés de pasteurs nomades productives à faire face à l’impact des changements climatiques et à créer des moyens d’existence durables.

Télécharger le document ici : http://www.oxfam.org/files/bp116-pastoralism-climate-change-eafrica-fr-summary-0808.pdf
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Item 17: C. Seré et al. June 2008: Livestock production and poverty alleviation – challenges and opportunities in arid and semi-arid tropical rangeland based systems

A new paper, written by scientists at the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), describes the major drivers and trends of dryland tropical pastoral and agro-pastoral systems and the challenges they present for development agendas. The paper, entitled Livestock production and poverty alleviation – challenges and opportunities in arid and semi-arid tropical rangeland based systems, gives examples of how research is providing new development options that should make drylands more attractive for public and private investment. The authors urge for a more holistic research agenda that will take into account the socio-economic and ecological synergies and trade-offs inherent in pastoral people taking up new livelihood opportunities.

Download the paper: http://www.ilri.org/ILRIPubAware/Uploaded%20Files/Sere%20IGC%20paper%208%20pages%20final_formatted.pdf 
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Item 18:  Study Says Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) may Actually Help Kenyan Nomads

A study of Kenyan tribesmen has found that a genetic predisposition for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder may actually help nomads!

US researchers found that a gene associated with the disorder was linked to better health and body weight in a group of nomadic cattle herders, but could cause malnourishment in their cousins who have recently settled and begun to grow crops.  “Our findings suggest that some of the variety of personalities we see in people is evolutionarily helpful or detrimental, depending on the context,” said lead author Dan Eisenberg, an anthropology graduate at Northwestern University.  “This insight might allow us to begin to view ADHD as not just a disease but something with adaptive components.”  The dopamine receptor gene Eisenberg and his team studied is involved in impulsivity, reward anticipation and addiction and is believed to be associated with food craving as well as ADHD.  The effects of these genes have been studied in industrial countries but little research has been carried out in subsistence environments which more closely mirror the environments where much of human genetic evolution took place.  “It is possible that in a nomadic setting, a boy with this allele might be able to more effectively defend livestock against raiders or locate food and water sources, but that the same tendencies might not be as beneficial in settled pursuits such as focusing in    

school, farming or selling goods,” Eisenberg said. 

The study was published in the journal BMC Evolutionary Biology. 

Comments to this study can be posted at:  http://www.medindia.net/news/Study-Says-ADHD-may-Actually-Help-Kenyan-Nomads-37801-1.htm
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