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Memorandum of Co-operation between the Council of Europe and the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN)

The Council of Europe, represented by its Secretary General, and the International Union for  Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (hereinafter referred to as IUCN), represented by its Director General; (the Council of Europe and IUCN will herein be referred to jointly and severally as the “Parties” and “Party”, as the context may reasonably indicate or require.)

Recalling the Agreement between the Council of Europe and IUCN signed in 1962;

Recalling that the Council of Europe is depositary of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern, 1979) and provides the Secretariat for its activities;

Recalling  that the aims of the Bern Convention are to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural habitats, especially of those species and habitats whose conservation requires the co-operation of several states, and to promote such co-operation; 

Recalling that, following its statutes, IUCN’s main objectives are “to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable”;

Noting that Recommendation 1241 (1994) of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe “on the application of conventions concerning the environment”, adopted on 18 May 1994, refers to the priority which should be given to improving the application of conventions concerning the environment and the special importance which should be attached to the Bern Convention;

Further noting, among others, IUCN’s resolutions 2.45 (Amman, 2000) on Conservation of mountain ecosystems in Europe, 2.47 on Conservation of the last wild rivers of Europe and recommendation 3.102 (Bangkok, 2004) on Conservation of Mediterranean-type ecosystems;

Recalling the 1994 Monaco Declaration on the role of the Bern Convention whereby the Secretariat is called to act in conjunction with relevant organizations to facilitate the mobilisation and exchange of information relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity;

Acknowledging the excellent and productive long standing co-operation between the Council of Europe and the IUCN in the framework of the Groups of Experts set up under the Bern Convention and recognizing the participation of  IUCN in initiatives such as the European Strategy for Invasive Alien Species, the European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity, and the Council of the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy; 

Further acknowledging the strong presence of IUCN at Pan European level with 357 members and 10 offices and some large Pan European and global initiatives such as The European Green Belt and the Countdown 2010;

Further recalling that the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention, in its Resolution No. 7 (2000), decided to maintain the activities of its specialised groups of experts working for appropriate synergies and partnership with non governmental organisations;

Recalling that the 2004 Strasbourg Declaration on the role of the Bern Convention in the preservation of biological diversity decided to continue and develop the involvement of relevant non-governmental organizations and experts as their contribution is essential to the success of the convention;

Recognizing the need to specify and extend technical co-operation in a certain number of key issues;

Considering that both parties would benefit from developing the terms of co-operation embodied in the 1962 Agreement;

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1 - Objectives and Institutional co-operation
1. The aim of this Memorandum is to enhance co-operation between the Council of Europe, an organisation based on the common values embodied in its Statute: democracy, human rights and the rule of law, and IUCN in the field of conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, in particular of species and habitats protected by the Bern Convention. This Memorandum replaces the Agreement concluded in December 1962 between the Council of Europe and the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources.
2. Co-operation between the Council of Europe and IUCN shall be done at an operational level through the Secretariat of the Bern Convention.

3. IUCN will be invited to participate in the annual meeting of the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention as an observer, subject to the applicable procedure. Both Parties will invite each other to their respective meetings related to technical co-operation and matters of common interest. These invitations will not embody any financial obligation.

4. The Council of Europe and IUCN will inform their members and the Contracting Parties of the Bern Convention of their cooperative activities and will report on the implementation of this agreement to their respective governing bodies.
Article 2 - Exchange of information

1. The Council of Europe and IUCN will inform each other of their annual work programmes in the field of conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity to facilitate harmonisation of activities at the European level.

2. Co-operation between the Council of Europe and IUCN shall be based on the principles of reciprocity and work sharing. If necessary the Council of Europe and IUCN will organise an annual meeting for a regular exchange of information on their respective activities and to follow up this memorandum. Each Party will cover its own travel costs.

3. The Parties agree to exchange information on matters related to the specific areas of co-operation, particularly those envisaged in Article 3. 

Article 3 - Technical Co-operation

1. The technical and scientific co-operation between the Parties shall cover especially the following fields:

a) Protected areas and ecological networks regarding the Emerald Network, the European Diploma of protected areas and the Pan-European Ecological Network;

b) Threatened species such as those dealt with by the IUCN Species Survival Commission Specialist Groups (SSC Specialist Groups) and task forces, in particular on European Plants, European Herpetiles, European Invertebrates, Invasive Alien Species, as well as marine turtles, sturgeons, seals, otters and other semi aquatic mammals, large carnivores and large herbivores;

c) Invasive Alien Species and their impact on native biological diversity and on public health;

d) Adaptation of biological diversity to climate change;

e) The promotion of sustainable development through the integration of biodiversity considerations into sectoral policies;
f) The conservation of island biodiversity.
2. This co-operation does not entail any financial contribution. Should this happen, the Parties will initiate contacts to decide on the allocation of costs in the best possible manner.

Article 4 - Entry into force, Amendment and Termination

1. This Memorandum of Co-operation will enter into force upon signatures by both Parties. 

2.  This Memorandum of Co-operation shall be subject to revision by written amendment signed by the Council of Europe and IUCN.
3. Either Party may terminate this Memorandum of Co-operation giving a six-month written notice.
Signed in Madrid (Spain) on 27 January 2010, in two copies, in English and French. In case of discrepancy, the English version shall prevail.
For the Council of Europe

For the IUCN

	 

 

Mr ELADIO FERNANDEZ-GALIANO 
Head of the Biological Diversity Unit

On behalf of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe     
	 

  

              Mr HANS FRIEDERICH
         Regional Director for Pan-Europe (a.i.)
 

	
	



