DCMC Panel: Turning Commitments into Action: Multi-National Conservation Agreements
Wednesday, February 23
4:30 - 6:30 pm

United Nations Environment Programme
900 17th St. NW, Suite 502
*METRO: Farragut West or Farragut North

· Host: UNEP Regional Office for North America
Monika Thiele, Programme Officer, UNEP
Kristin McLaughlin, GEF Liaison Officer, UNEP
· Presentations:

Micronesia Challenge: Community Involvement and Political Leadership
Trina Leberer, Micronesia Program Director, The Nature Conservancy
Fran Castro, Micronesia Challenge Focal Point (and US Coral Reef Task Force Point of Contact) for the CNMI; and Chair of the Micronesia Challenge Steering Committee
Caribbean Challenge: An End to Paper Parks

Spencer Thomas, Multilateral Environmental Agreements Ambassador for Grenada

Robert Weary, Senior Conservation Finance and Policy Advisor, Caribbean Program, The Nature Conservancy

Western Indian Ocean Partnership: Regional Resilience to Climate Change
Ambassador Ronald Jumeau, Permanent Representative of the Seychelles to the United Nations
· Discussion

· News & Announcements

· Reception to follow 5:30-6:30
Western Indian Ocean Partnership

Ambassador Ronald Jumeau spoke about the newest multi-national partnership, emphasizing a focus on developing a green economy for the region. The WIOP covers a large area, stretching from Somalia and Yemen to South Africa. Because land based pollution and piracy of major shipping present impacts and potential ecological disasters, mainland nations along the Eastern African coast are also included. The partnership presents an opportunity to develop green island economies, since many islands depend on marine resources in the form of tourism and fisheries. In other words, an island economy and the ocean economy go hand in hand. Sustainable development is key, as is resilience and adaptation to the effects of climate change. To learn from others’ experiences, the WIOP seeks to partner with members of the other Challenges, creating a network of islanders.

