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For immediate publication
Best employee of IUCN – PACO for the year 2010 

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 4 February 2011 (IUCN) – Contrary to last year, three employees of the West and Central Africa Programme (PACO) of IUCN have been designated as best workers for the year 2010.
By order of merit, they are:
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Mr. Michel Noël Ouedraogo: Human Resources Assistant and Members Focal Point, Regional Office, Ouagadougou. Michel is in IUCN since October 5, 2002.
Mr. Ould Hamahoullah Ahmed: Liaison officer, IUCN – Mauritania Office, Nouakchott. He joined IUCN in September 1, 2000.
Mrs Coulibaly Kadiatou: Administrative Assistant, IUCN – Mali Office, Bamako. She is in IUICN since January 1, 2007.
The winners were designated upon the execution of the appraisal programme aimed at acknowledging meritorious employees of IUCN working full time for PACO and who have been creative, exemplary, contributing exceptionally and/or rendered excellent services to the Programme and its components. This initiative promotes the culture of excellence and its acknowledgement amongst staff members of programmes and offices of the entire PACO region. 

Three members of the Regional Appraisal Committee, democratically elected by members of staff of the entire PACO region, facilitated the designation of the laureates based on elections results submitted by PACO Country Programmes, under the leadership of Dr Kenneth Angu Angu, Administrator and Chairperson of the said Committee who is also the Regional Coordinator of the Central Africa Regional Program for the Environment (CARPE).

The designation of three winners is pursuant to a staff recommendation aimed at creating greater motivation within the PACO family.

“I am naturally happy about this process and proud that IUCN has amongst its staff, workers who are so motivated and productive. This is our second trial and I have realised through the various reports, that there was greater participation from the staff. I encourage the winners to keep up this high level of performance and the staff to strengthen it participation in the appraisal programme” said the Regional Director, Prof. Aimé Joseph Nianogo.

For any information go to: www.iucn.org/paco 
Contacts:

- Aimé J. Nianogo, Regional Director IUCN-Central and West Africa Programme, +226 50 36 49 79, aime.nianogo@iucn.org  

- Fabienne Diallo, Regional Head of Human Resources, +226 50 36 49 79, fabienne.diallo@iucn.org 


IUCN, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world to find programmatic solutions to the most pressing challenges of our environment and development. It works with more than 1000 government and NGO members and close to 11,000 benevolent experts in some 160 countries. The Headquarters of IUCN is in Gland in Switzerland. www.iucn.org
The Central and West Africa Programme (PACO) was created at the end of a regionalisation and decentralisation process started by the Secretariat of IUCN in 2006. The Regional Office is based in Ouagadougou in Burkina Faso. 

It covers 26 States and has programme offices in eight countries: Burkina Faso, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Cameroon and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). It hinges on the following five regional thematic programmes (RTP): Forest Conservation; Water Resources and Wetlands; Coastal and Marine Ecosystems; Protected Areas and Biodiversity; and Law, Policy and Governance.

Perspectives are being analysed in other countries of West Africa, the Congo Basin and the Great Lakes.

For the 2009-2012 period, IUCN-PACO will be working on five major thematic priority areas: biodiversity, climate change, energy, livelihoods and greener economy. www.iucn.org/paco
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