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Ana Puyol has been committed to capacity and policy development during most of her career. At present, she is a consultant on Programme Development and Fundraising for TRAFFIC South America, in Quito, Ecuador. She supports communication and capacity development initiatives, as well as national inter-sectoral dialogues related to forest governance and wildlife trade and management. Previously, she was Program Officer for the Sustainable Development Area of UNDP-Ecuador, managing key projects of the UNDP/GEF Biodiversity Portfolio and coordinating the development of an Environmental Security Strategy for the northern frontier of Ecuador.

Her academic background relates to sustainable development, environment and education, and she has played a special role in developing capacities for key sectors, specially working with local governments and project managers in protected areas as well as in the biodiversity, water and forest sectors in different Latin-American countries. Ana also has been involved in several national environmental policy planning initiatives, such as coordinating the Ecuadorian National Biodiversity Strategy, and the National Agenda for Environmental Education and Communication, and was part of the Ecuadorian negotiation team to the Convention on Biological Diversity.

She has been involved with the IUCN Commission on Education and Communication for over 10 years, developing the Regional Programme for South America and later as the Executive Assistant to the previous Chair.  She was CEC Deputy Chair to current Chair Keith Wheeler from 2007 to 2009, when she became CEC Special Advisor Latin America for 2009-2012.  She was also the focal point for Latin America for the IUCN World Conservation Learning Network (WCLN) until June 2006, and supported the development of the regional networks in Mesoamerica and Southern Africa.
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