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Arturo Curiel Ballesteros is Director of the Environment and Human Communities Institute and Professor Investigador Titular at the University of Guadalajara, Mexico. He contributed his leadership to the first major WCLN meeting at the regional level. Arturo links his enthusiasm for the WCLN to the seventh Millennium Development Goal—ensure environmental sustainability—which he views as "a calling for all mankind and to experts on the matter". 

As a university researcher with a background in soil science research, environmental education and environmental health (water, forests and human health), Arturo knows that his region has a wealth of relevant experience to build on. "I am certain that Mesoamerica has many experiences to share. Mesoamerica also has the power to gather the best conservation knowledge available to offer an integral insight when decisions in the region are made; decisions that often face both technical and economic challenges," he says

Early CEC experience with the second Ibero-American Environmental Congress in Guadalajara, Mexico, and participation in the IUCN World Congresses and several CEC program prepared Arturo for the task of organizing the WCLN event. "The idea of doing a meeting where specialists and important actors in this field would gather came about because we needed to look for the best alliances for this project," he recalls. Three subjects emerged as priorities: water, land use (including wildlife corridors and biodiversity), and strengthening informed social participation in the management of natural resources.

Arturo joined CEC in 1997 and has been involved in its WCLN project since its creation. "I gladly accepted the invitation to join the CEC because the World Conservation Union (IUCN) impressed me as an organization that has experts from virtually everywhere in the planet, and I learned about its support for Environmental Education and the World Conservation Strategy, which were very appealing to me."
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