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Frits Hesselink is a former CEC Chair (1994-2000), co-founder of the Dutch Institute for Environmental Communication, and current executive director of HECT Consultancy, a private company specializing research, advice, meeting management coaching and training in stakeholder management for sustainable solutions. Frits started his career as a Fellow at the Institute for International Law of the University of Utrecht. He became involved in curriculum development for law and social studies.  In 1976 he co-founded the Institute for Environmental Communication in Utrecht, where he has served as Managing Director since 1983. He has been involved in formulation and implementation of the various Dutch National Programs for Environmental Education. Since 1998, he has worked for his own consulting business in the field of environmental education, communication and training. Clients include governments and international organizations in Europe and other parts of the world.

Recent CEC activities include his role as lead author of the CEPA Toolkit for the Convention on Biological Diversity, and launch of a pilot project on intergenerational partnerships for sustainability. He spearheaded a workshop on Environment and Security at the IUCN World Conservation Congress in October 2008, where he received the CEC Chair Distinguished Leadership Award.
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