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Juliane Zeidler is co-founder of Integrated Environmental Consultants Namibia (IECN) and Namibia-based Natuye. Her work is guided by her conviction that progress in environment and development work can only be achieved through overcoming capacity bottlenecks at the implementation levels. She has been working in the fields of environment and development for more than 15 years and is well-known in Namibia and internationally.
 
From 1991 to 1998, Juliane was based at the Gobabeb Training and Research Centre in the Namib-Naukluft Park in the central Namib Desert and served as research assistant and coordinator of the Desert Ecological Research Unit, whilst pursuing her own studies.  Between 1998 and 2002 Juliane coordinated the implementation of the research, outreach and capacity building components of Namibia’s National Programme to Combat Desertification for Desert Research Foundation of Namibia and carried out support work for the National Biodiversity Programme of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism in Namibia. From 2002 until mid-2004 she was the programme officer for Dry and Sub-humid Lands at the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) of the United Nations Environment Programme, based in Montréal, Canada. In this capacity, she provided and coordinated scientific advice to the ongoing negotiation process of this and other work programmes of the Convention. 

The international and local experience that Juliane brings to Natuye and IECN is extremely useful to the organization's current projects. These range from working with rural communities and farmers in southern Africa on sustainable natural resources and land management, identifying local solutions, to implementing national policies, and to the negotiation and facilitation of international environmental regimes. For IECN, Juliane is involved in the preparation of a range of projects relating to climate change adaptation, biodiversity conservation and sustainable land management, focused on developing, implementing and evaluating projects under the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in Africa, primarily for UNDP. Over the past years she worked on major assignments in Angola, Comoros, Eritrea and Madagascar.  In Namibia she is currently the coordinator of the Capacity Building Technical Task Force on Sustainable Land Management, and with her IECN team she is involved in the implementation of various biodiversity conservation, land management and climate change adaptation projects with strong community outreach, training and education elements. A more comprehensive project portfolio of IECN can be viewed at www.iecn-namibia.com.
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