[image: ]


Konai Helu Thaman is Professor of Pacific Education and Culture and the UNESCO Chair in Teacher Education and Culture at the University of the South Pacific (USP).  She was born and raised in Tonga where she received her primary and secondary education. She studied at the University of Auckland (BA in Geography), Auckland Secondary Teachers’ College (Teaching Diploma), the University of California at Santa Barbara (MA in International Education), and the University of the South Pacific (PhD in Education). She taught in high schools in Tonga and has been on the staff of the University of the South Pacific since 1974. 

Konai has researched and published widely in the areas of curriculum development, teacher education, indigenous education and development, and women and university management. She has held a number of management positions at the USP including Director of the Institute of Education, Head of the School of Humanities, Pro Vice Chancellor and Acting Deputy Vice Chancellor. She is a member of several professional organizations, including the Joint ILO/UNESCO Committee on the Recommendation on the Status of Teachers and the Asia Pacific Regional Scientific Committee on Research in Higher Education and the Re-thinking Pacific Education Initiative (RPEI).  

She is a Fellow of the Asia Pacific Program of Educational Innovation for Development (APEID) and a member of the UNESCO (Pacific) Expert Committee on the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD). Konai is Regional Vice-Chair Oceania (2009-2012) for IUCN CEC, the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s Commission on Education and Communication. She is also a widely read and published poet, with five collections so far. She is married to Randy Thaman, Professor of Pacific Biogeography at the USP, and they have two adult children, Batiri and Baravi, and a grandson, Keanu.
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