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Prof. Ma is one of the Chinese scientists who initiated biodiversity research in China. In the 
early 1990s, he was a key player for the application and management of a World Bank loan 
project (4.5 million USD), Biodiversity Research and Information Management in China. The 
activities for the project are not only for research, but also for training and information 
dissemination. In cooperation with his colleagues from the academy and other sectors, he 
established the first biodiversity information system (CBIS), the first national virtual 
herbarium(CVH) and the first forest biodiversity monitoring network(CForbio).  
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