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Suzana Machado Padua is President of IPÊ – Instituto de Pesquisas Ecológicas (Institute for Ecological Research), which she co-founded in 1992. IPÊ is a not-for-profit and non-governmental organization (NGO) dedicated to conservation and sustainable development. Suzana has also helped to create the Brazilian Center for Conservation Biology. This education center is linked to IPÊ and provides conservationists from Brazil and other Latin American countries with skills that may enhance their performance in conservation-related fields. It now offers a master’s degree program, which is the first to be offered by an NGO in Brazil with the approval of the Ministry of Education.

Suzana studied Visual Communication at the Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. By the 1980’s she was working in the field of environmental education. She focused on the protection of one of the most endangered species of primates in the world: the black-lion tamarin. This primate became the symbol for the education program, although it expanded in many ways to better reach people living around natural areas and to raise local awareness about the importance of conservation. Later, the program was enriched with viable alternatives for integrating social and environmental needs.

In 1991, she completed a master’s degree in Environmental Education at the Center for Latin American Studies (University of Florida, USA), part of the Tropical Conservation and Development Program. In 2004, she received a Ph.D. in Environmental Education from the Center for Sustainable Development of the University of Brasilia, Brazil. 

Suzana is Regional Vice-Chair South America 2009-2012 for the IUCN Commission on Education and Communication (CEC), of which she has been a member since the early 1990s. She is a member of the Wildlife Trust Alliance, an Ashoka fellow and an AVINA leader. She has received a number of awards: Claudia Magazine named her Woman of the Year in 2002; she received the Conde Nast Traveler Environmental Award in 2003; Forbes, Gazeta Mercantil and Jornal do Brasil named her one the Most Influential Women of Brazil in the environmental category in 2005; she won the Ford Motor Company of Brazil Conservation Award in 2006; and in 2007 she received the Bahá’i X World Citizenship Award.
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