


How was the Caribbean 
Initiative started?
Members, councillors, commissions and staff of the 
IUCN assemble every four years at the World Con-
servation Congress where the 4-year global program 
for conservation and sustainable development is es-
tablished and approved. This determines the global 
program priorities and actions of the Union.

During the 2004 Congress, the members of the 
Union requested the Secretariat to reinforce IUCN’s 
presence in the Caribbean region.  In response, the 
IUCN formulated a proposition for the Caribbean 
Initiative.  The Initiative benefi ted from extensive con-
sultations and an evaluation of fundamental themes, 
needs and opportunities in the wider Caribbean, 
and between members and key partners. The 
development of the Initiative was completed with the 
support of the French Ministry of Ecology, Energy 
and Sustainable Development and the Italian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

The 2009-2012 Caribbean Initiative Strategy was de-
veloped, supported and recognized by the members 
and experts at the October 2008 World Conserva-
tion Congress held in Barcelona, Spain.  This was 
also the date of the offi cial launch of the Initiative.

Through the Caribbean Initiative, the IUCN aims at 
strengthening its work in the region and establishing 
a win-win situation for members and countries. The 
Initiative offers social and political actors the possibi-
lity of sharing a coherent program from the local-to-
global levels that encourages joint and participatory 
actions.

What is the importance of the 
Caribbean Initiative?
The Caribbean Initiative has prioritized the environ-
mental and social needs of the region. The proposed 
actions will develop solutions to long-standing prob-
lems and will benefi t vulnerable island communities.
The Caribbean Initiative will also identify synergies 
and strengthen the capacity of its members and 
partner organizations and institutions in biodiversity 
conservation.

The Initiative aims at avoiding duplication of ef-
forts and isolation of processes, and its goal is to 
effectively and effi ciently consolidate the impact of 
organizations’ and institutions’ actions.

What is the regional 
implementation strategy?
The Caribbean Initiative will:

- Establish and support a regional platform for com-
munication and dialogue between IUCN mem-
bers, conservation partners and stakeholders;

- Negotiate cooperative agreements with key 
regional actors and partners;

- Disseminate IUCN knowledge and tools for biodi-
versity conservation and science.

This strategy aims at building coherence and con-
sensus in conservation management and providing 
the most effi cient technical and program support.

Why become a member of the 
IUCN?
- By participating in the regional forum and the 

World Conservation Congress, members can 
shape the organization’s future strategies and 
infl uence international, regional and local actions.

- Members make continuing contributions towards 
the progress of important conventions and inter-
national agreements.

- The IUCN plays a leading role in conservation 
science by creating interest in for example, the 
development of corridors, landscapes, sea-
scapes and transboundary actions across natural 
habitats.

- The IUCN encourages multi-stakeholder dialogue 
in a non-confrontational setting with a track record 
of achieving conservation and sustainability con-
sensus and objectives.

CORE PROGRAM GOAL: 

Ensuring sustainable and equitable 
management of biodiversity from local to 

global levels.


