Regional Forum on Environment in Central and West Africa
Theme: “Coalition for biodiversity conservation and sustainable management of forest landscapes faced with climate change”
Brazzaville, July 5th to 8th 2011

Communiqué 
From July 5th to 8th, 2011 was held at the auditorium of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Congo, the regional forum for IUCN Members in Central and West Africa. 
Taking part in this workshop was 115 participants representing the three pillars of IUCN (Members, Commissions and Secretariat) and the regional advisors. 
The proceedings over four days articulated around an opening ceremony, presentations and discussions and closing ceremony.

The opening ceremony was chaired by His Excellency Henri Djombo, Minister for Sustainable development, the Forest Economy and the Environment. This ceremony was marked by four short speeches.
In his welcome speech, Mr Aimé Joseph Nianogo, Regional Director of IUCN in Central and West Africa, expressed his gratitude with the Republic of Congo and the donors who supported the holding of the forum, highlighted the objectives and welcomed all participants to the gathering. 
Honourable Mamadou Diallo, President of the Regional Committee of the Members of IUCN in Central and West Africa (CREMACO) reiterated the engagement of the Members of the region to the conservation of the environment and exhorted participants to join efforts and contribute to the vision of the Union.
Mrs. Julia Marton-Lefèvre, Director General of the Union, recalled the historic relations between Congo and IUCN and thanked the Congolese authorities which agreed to not only shelter, but also to make a remarkable financial contribution. Also, she expressed the gratitude of the Union to all donors who enabled holding of the present forum.
His Excellency Henri Djombo, Minister for Sustainable development, the Forest economy and the Environment, thanked the participants for their devotion to biodiversity conservation and development. He described the multiple and diverse challenges as well as the dangers of the environment in the region of Central and West Africa as in the world. Lastly, he exhorted the participants to contribute to the success of the forum and wished that at the end of discussions, which he hopes profitable, the recommendations as well as relevant ideas for biodiversity conservation and development would be formulated.
Thus, the day of July 5th made it possible to share knowledge and experiences acquired in Central and Western Africa on (1) policy, environmental governance and sustainable development, (2) taking into account climate change in development planning, and (3) ecosystems, human wellbeing and food security. The presentations and discussions of these themes made it possible to increase the level of knowledge of the participants, the possibilities and need to integrate biodiversity conservation in the concerns of populations of Central and West Africa, notably at this moment when they face challenges related to the effects of the climate change.
On July 6th, participants discussed issues related to (1) the world congress of nature which will take place in 2012 at Jeju, Republic of Korea, (2) the four-year program of the Union for the period 2013-2016 on the global level as well at the Central and West Africa. The discussions made it possible to improve the contents of the future quadrennial program project and its appropriation by the three pillars of the Union which are the Members, the Commissions and the Secretariat. 
The preparation of Members for an effective participation in the world congress of nature was discussed on July 7th. The procedures and gaps concerning the preparation and submission of motions and recommendations resulting from the Central and West Africa region were discussed in order to improve their understanding of Members. Likewise, the procedures of accreditation and votes, elections of the council were clarified. Lastly, the exercise of the rights and obligations of the Members within IUCN were explained and discussed by the participants with the view to improve governance of the Union and the future establishment of a district council of IUCN in Central and West Africa.
July 8th was used to establish the link between IUCN program and the next world great events on the environment. The Members and advisers of the Union in the region also could organize their second plenary to discuss the candidatures for the elected positions, the designation of a spokesperson and the adoption of the final statuses of the Regional committee of the Members of the IUCN in Central and West Africa. Lastly, the experience sharing and communication strategy and on the environment enriched knowledge by the participants.
Overall, the regional forum of the environment held from July 5th to 8th, 2011, in Brazzaville in Congo achieved its objectives.

Done at Brazzaville, July 8th, 2011

The Participants
