
 EU Liaison Office
E-Update vol. 5, November 2006

 

 
Introduction  
Welcome to the November update from the IUCN EU Liaison 
Office (EULO). In this edition we look back on the Biodiversity 
in European Development Cooperation Conference in Paris 
(19-21 September) and review our recent European Members 
Meeting in Barcelona (18-21 October).                                                
 
Since our last update, the EULO has two new colleagues. 

Geert Raeymaekers  joined the EULO in September. He will assist ROfE in 
strengthening the relationship with the Belgian and Luxembourg authorities 
and IUCN members in the region, and aiming to increase the IUCN 
membership in both countries. Additionally, he will collaborate on EU-
nature conservation policy issues. He has a background as consultant with 
the European Commission, DG Environment and worked on the 
preparation of the Habitats Directive, the monitoring of LIFE-Nature 

projects in the European Union and was involved in international conservation activities.  
Geert Raeymaekers presently works part-time for IUCN and can be reached by e-mail.  

Elisa Hernández de Pablo has taken over the internship position from 
Catherine Quick. Elisa is doing a master's course in Environmental Education 
and Sustainable Development with the UNESCO Program for Environmental 
Education and we welcome her to the EU Liaison Office. We would like to 
thank Catherine for her hard work and help in organising the Biodiversity in 
European Development Conference.                      .                           
   

European Development Cooperation  
Conference Biodiversity in European Development Cooperation  
(Paris, 19-21 Sept) 

From 19-21 September 2006, over 450 participants (from Governments and International 
Organizations to Civil Society) gathered in Paris to consider how to better integrate 
biodiversity into EU development cooperation.  

The conference “Biodiversity in European Development Cooperation (BEDC) - Supporting 
the sustainable development of partner countries”, organized by IUCN and the European 
Commission, aimed to contribute to transforming political commitments into concrete actions 
by developing recommendations for the EC and European Union member States. This major 
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event was convened with financial support from the EC, Belgium, 
Finland, France and Sweden in the pursuit of the target to reduce 
significantly the current rate of biodiversity loss by 2010 and to halt it 
by 2015. 

Ecosystems services are in decline, putting at risk sustainable 
development and the livelihoods of the poor. Participants highlighted 
the need to forge stronger links between the environment and 
development communities, and to move from policy design to 

effective implementation. 

Three days of intensive discussions led participants to identify four sets of challenges and 
related recommendations for common action on integrating biodiversity into EU development 
cooperation: 

 Supporting biodiversity mainstreaming in partner countries 

 Improving governance 

 Strengthening instruments and policy coherence 

 Recognising the important biodiversity of Overseas Countries and Territories 

These challenges and recommendations are compiled in the Message from Paris. The EU 
Finnish Presidency committed to submit this Message to the EU General Affairs and 
External Relations Council in December 2006. 

The Message from Paris and the BEDC Conference Background Paper can be found at 
http://www.countdown2010.net/paris2006/ 

More information: Jean-Claude Jacques and Catherine Ghyoot 
 
IUCN European Members Meeting 
The IUCN European Members Meeting (EMM) took place in 
Barcelona from 18-21 October. It was attended by 200 
delegates of which, 37 were National Governments, 88 
NGO's, 5 UN organizations, 5 private companies and 
delegates from the EU Commission.  
 
At this EMM, the EULO organized a training session entitled: Access to the EU – Policy and 
Fundraising and Specific EU Funding Instruments. The aim of this session was to provide 
IUCN members with a general overview of the EU, the EU policies and funding instruments 
for nature conservation and what the possibilities regarding this of the IUCN EU Liaison 
Office are. This was completed with practical examples from IUCN Members who gave a 
presentation about their experience in lobbying the EU or local institutions and in accessing 
EU funding. If you are interested in receiving these presentations, please contact Anouska 
Plasmeijer  
 

EU Policy 
Environment in the European Overseas Regions, Countries and Territories  

Over the last few months important steps forward were made to get environment higher on 
the European agenda.  
 
Firstly, in the OCT’s-EU Forum (Nuuk, Greenland 4-8 September 2006) environment was a 
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key issue. The final political declaration of this conference pays unprecedented attention to 
environmental issues, mainly biodiversity and climate change.  
  
Also the OCT workshop in the Conference on Biodiversity in Development Cooperation 
(Paris, 19-21 September) was well attended and resulted in recommendations that are 
summarized as one of the four main challenges of the message from Paris. The text goes as 
follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The recognition of the OCT’s as one of the 4 main challenges for the mainstreaming of 
biodiversity in European Development Cooperation is an important step forward. The 
recognition in such a high level conference forms a strong basis for the required operational 
policy framework and adequate funding mechanisms. The presentations of the Ministers 
from Greenland and Polynesia in the plenary closing session were impressive and really 
made the case for the OCT’s.   
 
The results of the Paris conference were recently discussed during the United Kingdom 
Overseas Territories Conservation Forum (UKOTCF) Conference Biodiversity That Matters 
(Jersey, 6-12 October) and welcomed by the participants. 
 
The challenge will now be to make the commitments from the different conferences 
operational. 
 
For further information, please contact Jean-Philippe Palasi or Erik van Zadelhoff   
 
 
 
Biodiversity Communication 
 
Following the adoption of the Biodiversity Communication by the 
European Commission in May, it is now going forward for discussion in 
the other two EU institutions, the European Council and the European 
Parliament.  
 
The Parliament will be producing an ‘own initiative report’ on the 
Communication, probably in spring 2007. As recommended by IUCN and 
other NGO partners, the Biodiversity Communication is being discussed in 
several of the Council formations and not just the Environment Council. 
This reflects the aim of the Biodiversity  
Communication to ensure that biodiversity objectives are integrated into all relevant EU 
policies such as agriculture, fisheries and development cooperation, and not just 
environment. IUCN has been providing comments on the Biodiversity Communication, by 
working with NGOs through the European Habitats Forum (EHF), of which IUCN holds the 
Secretariat.  
 

 
Challenge 4: Recognition of Biodiversity in Overseas Countries 

and Territories 
 

The EU should develop a coherent framework for environment in 
OCT’s to promote sustainable management of their important 

biodiversity areas, and also encourage joint efforts with Outermost 
Regions including adequate funding mechanisms. 
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To download a copy of the Biodiversity Communication, click here. 
 
For further information, please contact Janice Weatherley. 
 

European Union Liaison Office Team 
Catherine Ghyoot 
Conference Officer. Biodiversity and Development 
Cooperation Conference 2006 
 
Elisa Hernández de Pablo 
EU Liaison Unit Intern 
 
Jean-Claude Jacques 
Senior Advisor. Head  EU Liaison Office 
 
Jean-Philippe Palasi 
Senior Advisor. EU Overseas Territories and Regions 
 
Anouska Plasmeijer 
EU Officer. European Parliament Access to EU funding 
 
Geert Raeymaekers 
Senior Officer Belgium, Luxemburg, EU Relations. Donor 
Relations 
 
Janice Weatherley 
EU Policy Officer. Biodiversity Conservation in the EU and 
EHF Secretariat 
 
Erik van Zadelhoff   
Cooperation Officer. EU Development Cooperation 

 

 For more information please contact eu.liaison@iucn.org 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/current_biodiversity_policy/biodiversity_com_2006/index_en.htm


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


