Dear IUCN Member,
We are pleased to be able to present an opportunity for your organization to enhance its visibility world wide thanks to mapping in Google Earth. The layer will clearly show the benefit of being part of a global network. In order to improve the visibility of the over 1’100 Member organizations of IUCN, and of the Union as a whole, we are creating an IUCN Members Layer for Google Earth. We need your participation and collaboration to make this a useful reality. 
We are currently in discussions with Google to include our layer directly in the ‘Global Awareness’ folder of Google Earth's layer panel (along with other organizations such as WWF and UNEP). This wonderful opportunity means that our layer would be available by default for the hundreds of millions users of Google Earth some time in the future. We will need every IUCN Member’s full cooperation to take full advantage of this opportunity, which will benefit each Member individually and the Union as a whole.
The next step after the Google Earth layer is to continue to develop web-based opportunities for showcasing IUCN Members and for allowing easier interaction and communication. One such future opportunity is called My IUCN. It will allow you as an IUCN Member to interact with your peers and with Commission members, hold interactive discussion forums, create groups, among other things. The piloting of this product is taking place over the next 3 months, and the official launch will be done after the summer. The Google Earth IUCN Members Layer will be incorporated into your future profile in My IUCN and will continuously be updated and refreshed with new information and functionalities. We will continue to inform you of these new tools as they develop.
When you click on the link below you will open a draft version of the layer in Google Earth. We kindly ask you to follow the instructions carefully. Within moments of updating and authorizing the publication of your data you will be able to see a ‘balloon’ for your organization show up in your browser.
Please reply to this email to provide your feedback or to ask for assistance if you encounter any problem.

http://intranet.iucn.org/MembersLayer/IUCN_members_all.kml  
We are very excited about this opportunity. Thank you for your kind participation.
Constituency Support Group & Information Management Group, in collaboration with the IUCN Mapping Initiative
