
National 

Ocean 

Policy

A National Policy for the Stewardship of the 
Oceans, Our Coasts and the Great Lakes ð

Established by Presidential Executive Order 
on July 19, 2010



Building Blocks

National Ocean Policy

National Ocean Council

9 National Priority Objectives

Framework for Coastal and 

Marine Spatial Planning (CMSP)
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The National Ocean Council
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National Priority Objectives

HOW WE DO 

BUSINESS

Ecosystem-Based 

Management

Coastal & Marine 

Spatial Planning

Inform Decisions & 

Improve Understanding

Coordinate & 

Support

AREAS OF 

SPECIAL EMPHASIS

Resiliency & Adaptation 

to Climate Change & 

Ocean Acidification

Regional Ecosystem 

Protection & Restoration

Changing Conditions 

in the Arctic

Ocean, Coastal, & 

Great Lakes Observation, 

Mapping & Infrastructure

Water Quality & 

Sustainable Practices 

on Land



The Need for CMSP
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SCIENCE

COMMERCIAL

FISHING

RECREATION

ENERGY & 

INDUSTRY

NAVIGATION

CONSERVATION

AQUACULTURE

DEFENSE & HOMELAND

SECURITY



CMSP FRAMEWORK

Key Elements
Balance Ocean Health and 

Community Prosperity

Fair and Open Process for All 

Stakeholders

Make Decisions Based on the 

Best Available Science

Respect the Unique Character of 

Each U.S. Region
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CMSP Implementation
Regional Focus


