
Oceans and Green Economy 

The importance of Coastal Ecosystem and Resources 
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Losing our coastal infrastructure 

 Coastal Ecosystems: most productive of all ecosystems 
and most threatened (MEA) 

 
- Mangroves: Losses have declined but still 3-4 times 
greater than any other forest type. Conversion to 
aquaculture, agriculture, urban space 

   
- Coral reefs: At least 60% threatened by direct human 
impacts (overfishing, pollution, sedimentation, coastal 
development).  
   
- Shellfish reefs: 85% lost, most through overharvest 

 

  

 

 



Paying attention to small scale coastal 
fisheries 



Increasing and intensifying ocean 
uses 



Desired outcomes 

- Improved commitments for conservation and restoration of 
coastal ecosystems (zero net loss target?) 
 

- increased adoption and implementation of multi-objective 
management and marine spatial planning as an enabling tool of the 
“green economy”  
 

- specific call for improved management of forage and small scale 
coastal fisheries 
 

- Innovative funding mechanisms : Debt for adaptation swaps 
targeting coastal ecosystems 


