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Chapter 1.1

Summer Landscape

A ‘ is a bowl-shaped depression

between natural levees of river network

that readily become submerged in the

monsoon months.

haor’
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The serene landscape of the winter months transforms into a churning ocean during the monsoon.
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A true plant species of the freshwater swamp. The Hijal tree

( ) can withstand submersion for

four to six months.

Barringtonia acutangula



The last few blades of grass strain to catch the fading rays of

sunlight before being engulfed by water for the next six months.
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For most of the inhabitants in this watery world, the only way to

eke out a living is fishing during the monsoon.



A child with his fishing net and pot. Fishing

is a favorite pastime for many children in

the wetlands during the monsoon season.

As the water rises and completely surrounds the wetland

communities, even a small task becomes a chore.
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A typical village in the haor basin during

monsoon, only a sliver of land breaks the

surface of the vast expanse of water.

The change in season alters the fishing methods.

During the annual monsoon floods fishhooks are

more widely used than nets.
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Chapter 1.2

Winter Landscape

As the land resurfaces at the end of an

annual flood, the rice planting season begins

in earnest to ensure an early harvest. Flash

floods originating from early monsoon

rainfall in nearby Garohills are persistent

threat, just before harvesting time. A stand

of ( ) (inset).Koroj Pongamia pinnata
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While floodwaters recede some areas will

remain submerged year round; individually

these are known as ‘ ’. Within Tanguar

Haor there are 47 of these water bodies.

Protecting the wetland from poachers (inset)

Beels
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The winter landscape is a mosaic of colors in the wetlands.

Numerous perennial plants come into bloom such as Spider

flower, ( ) (pictured above)Cleome hassleriana

Most wetland villages are built on naturally occurring levees that are

at least fifteen feet above the winter water level, the average water

level difference between the monsoon and winter months.
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Winter signals the arrival of thousands of migratory

birds that transform the landscape.

Extensive grasslands emerge once the water has completely drained away.
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