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Globally:
Å¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

network  - founded in 1948
ÅA democratic membership union with more than 1,000 

government and NGO member organizations
Å11,000 volunteer scientists in more than 160 countries
ÅDistributed secretariat in 8 regional offices, 6 commissions 

(peer membership)
Regionally:
ÅRegional Office for Mesoamerica & the Caribbean Initiative
ÅMembership: 80 in Mesoamerica; 22 in the Caribbean





Shaping a sustainable future
IUCN One Programme 2009-2012

IUCN Mission:
ά¢ƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
assist societies throughout 
the world to conserve the 
integrity and diversity of 

nature and to ensure that any 
use of natural resources is 
equitable and ecologically 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜέ

http://www.iucnredlist.org/species-of-the-day
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/pa/pa_paday/


OKEANOS, 12 April 2011, Brussels

Background to 
IUCN work on 

ENERGY
ÅALL energy options have someimpact on ecosystems 

and livelihoods

ÅNeed knowledgeand tools to have informed
discussions on trade-offs to ensure rapid transition to 
truly sustainable energy future





Greening blue energy ς
overview presentation 29th 
June 2010

Wilhelmsson (2010)

Relates to cabling 
impacts
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Green Energy Report Findings (main impacts):
Wilhelmsson(2010)

Å Risks

ï Piling noise (dependent on 
foundation type and soils)

ï Electromagnetic disturbance

ï Potential collisions with wind 
turbines *

ï Deviation of the migratory 
routes of birds and whales *

ï Navigational hazards for 
ships *

*** Strategic planning can help 
to avoid sensitive sites

Å Opportunities
ï Artificial  hard bottom 

habitats created

ï Fish Aggregation Devices 
created

ï Limitations of fishing in the 
wind farms 

ï5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ άƳŀǊƛƴŜ 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎέ



Green Energy Report Recommendations

To reduce impacts on marine biodiversity and promote opportunities: 

Governments

Å Integrate the development of wind farms in marine area 
management decisions

ï Use strategic environment assessments

Å Collate and share information on impacts

Economic operators

Å Avoid sensitive sites

Å Use clever designs

Å Incorporate other uses where feasible 

Å Offset residual impacts



Featuring IUCN Oceania Office: Energy, Ecosystems 
and Sustainable Livelihoods Initiative
ÅEnergy program supporting national policy directives
ÅRegional, national scales

Goal: The overall goal is reducing the impacts of climate change through 
sustainable energy initiatives in Pacific Small Islands Developing States 
(SIDS).

Outcome:The expected outcome is the implementation of projects that 
demonstrate sustainable energy technologies, and management 
mechanisms for those technologies. 



PACIFIC ISLAND STATE PROJECT FOCUS TOTAL $$

PALAU Home loan energy efficiency $500,000

MARSHALL ISLANDS Retrofittingof street lighting, solar street 
lighting

$1.09M

SAMOA Greenhouse gas abatement in the transport 
sector through energy efficiency

$1.3M

TONGA Solarlighting rehabilitation $206,000

TUVALU PV Hybrid System and solar street lights $800,000

VANUATU Solar lighting systems, Wind Resource
Assessment, Community based hydro power

$800,000

EXPECTED BENEFITS:  Energy efficiency and lower electricity costs, lessdependence on fossil 
fuels, reliable power supply for small communities, income generating activities, building 
capacity for RE technologies, CO2 emissions savings, markets for EE products

FUNDING SUPPORT: ϵ1.8Mfrom Governments of Italy and Austria to 2013



Overview of the Caribbean region´s 
key ecosystems and biodiversity 

resources 



Views of the 
Caribbean: 
Crowded 

regional space
Exclusive 
Economic 
Zones and 

countries that 
have ratified 

the SPAW 
Protocol

Source: UNEP Caribbean 
Environment Programme



Source: Wikipedia.com

Views of the Caribbean
(150 years of storm records)

Increased weather-related threats to 
island ecosystems as a result of climate 
changes


