IUCN: Experts for Protected Area and Related Activities

IUCN, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic solutions to our most pressing environment and development challenges. It supports scientific research, manages field projects all over the world and brings governments, non-government organizations, United Nations agencies, companies and local communities together to develop and implement policy, laws and best practice. IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental network - a democratic membership union with more than 1,000 government and NGO member organizations, and almost 11,000 volunteer scientists in more than 160 countries. IUCN’s work is supported by more than 1,000 professional staff in 60 offices and hundreds of partners in public, NGO and private sectors around the world. The Union’s headquarters are located in Gland, near Geneva, Switzerland.

The IUCN Programme Office for the South Caucasus (IUCN POSC), is one of two IUCN sub-regional programme offices within the pan-European region and implements IUCN’s Global and European Programmes at national and regional scales through five thematic priority areas: 1. Conserving biodiversity for life; 2. Changing the climate forecast; 3. Naturally energizing the future; 4. Improving life in healthy ecosystems; and 5. Greening the World Economy.

IUCN POSC plans to expand its Protected Areas related activities in Georgia and is looking for short and long term National experts in the following fields:

1. National coordinator

Description: The National coordinator will be responsible for coordinating all Protected Area related projects and activities implemented by IUCN POSC in Georgia, including: Coordinating input of all experts and processing all outputs at national level; Supervision of experts and preparation of quality technical and financial reports; Development of new projects and partnerships. 

Qualification:

· A Masters or higher degree in natural resources management, biodiversity conservation, environmental law, public administration, or other relevant fields;

· Proven leadership and management capabilities;

· Experience in project design, implementation, management, monitoring, evaluation and report writing;

· Knowledge and understanding of the current environmental and nature conservation issues in Georgia;

· Strong organizational and time management skills;

· Highly developed communication skills, including the preparation of high quality reports;

· Ability to work within a multi-partner environment: ministries, donors, international and national NGOs and other stakeholders;

· Computer literacy;

· Fluency in oral and particularly written English;

2. Participative socio economic development expert
Description:  The expert will be responsible for promoting public participation and communities’ involvement in Protected Areas related projects and programmes carried by IUCN POSC in Georgia.  This may include: modern international knowledge application at national level; socio/economic assessments and surveys, working with communities/community mobilization; integration of PA aspects in regional development aspects; development and implementation of PA buffer zone programmes with involvement of local municipalities and communities; etc. 

Qualification:

· A Masters or higher degree in natural resources management, civil society development, agriculture economy, geography, or other related fields;

· Knowledge and understanding of the current economic and social management issues with focus on nature conservation, land use and management, and protected areas of Georgia;

· Experience with communities/ community mobilization;

· Proven ability to organize and facilitate multi-stakeholder participatory processes;

· Experience in regional development programmes/buffer zone programmes ;

· Highly developed communication skills, including the preparation of high quality reports;

· Computer literacy;

· Fluency in oral and particularly written English;

· Experience in regional/local economic development programmes (e.g. SME support, Value Chain promotion, producer associations etc) would be an asset.
· Knowledge of PRA Tools would be an asset.

3. Environmental legislation expert
Description: The expert will be responsible for provision of legal advice and input in PA related projects and programmes carried by IUCN POSC in Georgia. This may include: input in revision of existing laws and regulations; identification of gaps; development of recommendations.

Qualification:

· A Masters or higher degree in environmental law, biodiversity conservation, or other related fields;

· Knowledge and understanding of the current environmental, nature conservation, protected areas issues in Georgia;

· Profound knowledge of the national legal development process and law enforcement practices;

· Highly developed communication skills, including the preparation of high quality reports;

· Computer literacy;

· Fluency in oral and particularly written English;

4. Tourism development expert
Description: The expert will be responsible for provision of input in tourism development aspects related to PAs of Georgia. This may include: revision and evaluation of tourism development in PAs of Georgia; feasibility assessments; capacity building of relevant institutions; input in national and international marketing; input in tourism infrastructure and services development, etc.

Qualification:

· A Masters or higher degree in tourism management, natural resources management, or other related fields;

· Knowledge and understanding of the current tourism management issues with focus on nature conservation, land use and management, and protected areas of Georgia;

· A good understanding of tourism development activities in the country;
· Highly developed communication skills, including the preparation of high quality reports;

· Computer literacy;

· Fluency in oral and particularly written English.

5. Communication/Public Awareness expert
Description: The expert will be responsible for provision of input in planning and implementation of Protected Areas related communication and public awareness activities in Georgia. This may include: development and implementation of communication strategies; facilitation of e-communication among different stakeholders; input in organization of trainings/workshops and seminars; input in preparation and dissemination of relevant publications; planning and implementation of public awareness campaigns.

Qualification:
· A Masters degree in public relations, communications, public administrations or other related fields, preferably with experience in natural resource issues, biodiversity conservation, protected areas;  

· Proven ability to organize and facilitate multi-stakeholder participatory processes;

· Knowledge and understanding of the current environmental, biodiversity conservation, protected area issues in Georgia;

· Highly developed communication skills, including the preparation of high quality reports;

· Computer literacy and proficiency in using modern communication tools;

· Fluency in oral and particularly written English;

Application Process: Interested candidates should send their CVs to: caucasus@iucn.org
Deadline: The deadline for submission of CVs is March 10, 2009.
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