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	   Species e-Bulletin
     News from the IUCN Species Survival Commission and the IUCN Species Programme


	
	August 2009  
The monthly e-Bulletin supplements Species, the published newsletter of the Species Programme and the SSC. It aims to keep staff, members and the wider IUCN network up-to-date with Species news and announcements. 2008 issues are available on the Species homepage.  

	
	Headline News

	
	Deadly frog fungus targeted by amphibian experts

The world’s leading amphibian experts have come together and for the first time identified two major conservation initiatives to stop amphibians going extinct.  A new coalition of organizations, the Amphibian Survival Alliance, will be set up to focus on containing the spread of the amphibian chytrid fungus and protecting habitats which are home to amphibians that occur nowhere else in the world.  The alliance, proposed at the first Amphibian Mini Summit, at the Zoological Society of London last week, brings together amphibian specialists working in the wild and those in zoos, aquariums and botanical gardens.  Full story

	
	Full worth of wetlands can now be revealed

A new way to assess the real worth of wetlands has been released today by IUCN.  It is now possible to measure the economic value of a wetland at the same time as assessing species that live there and the importance of a wetland for people’s livelihoods.  The new guide, An Integrated Wetland Assessment Toolkit, is designed for development agencies, industries and governments to make sure they properly assess what they will lose if they drain a wetland for development.  Full story

	
	Recovery plan for Philippine crocodiles

On 31 July 2009, 50 captive-bred Philippine crocodiles were released into the wild in Dicatian Lake, Barangay Dicatian, Municipality of Divilacan, Isabela Province, Luzon Island. The Philippine crocodile (Crocodylus mindorensis), which is endemic to the Philippines, is one of the most severely threatened crocodile species in the world.  Full story

	
	Herbivorous reef fishes critical for long-term coral reef health and resilience

Herbivorous reef fishes not only have a key role in keeping algal growth at bay and thereby enabling corals to grow and reproduce, they are also important players in the long-term health and survival of coral reefs in the face of climate change and other threats. These are the findings of a new report published by IUCN and its institutional partners released today.  Full story

	
	Vulnerable people, diminishing wildlife

An analysis by TRAFFIC seeks to address priority bushmeat trade, livelihood and food security issues in Africa.  Bushmeat trade is one that provokes stronger emotions than any other aspect of wildlife trade; most people recoil from images of the severed hands or heads of Great Apes, which look all too human.  Yet more than 34 million people living in Africa’s Congo Basin depend on wildlife as their significant and direct source of protein. More than one million tonnes of bushmeat are consumed per year in the Democratic Republic of Congo alone. Agricultural food production in this region has not increased significantly throughout the last 40 years, so that many rural societies still depend on wildlife resources.  Full story


	
	Conservons la forêt du Mayombe

L'Angola et les deux Congo conjuguent leurs efforts - la forêt de Mayombe abrite une importante biodiversité à forte concentration de primates, répartie sur trois aires protégées dont la réserve du Luki en République Démocratique du Congo, la réserve de Dimonika en République du Congo et la zone du Cacongo en Angola.  Pour aider ces trois pays à maintenir et restaurer l’intégrité de l’écosystème du Mayombe en vue d’assurer la conservation de la biodiversité, la stabilité régionale et l’amélioration des moyens d’existence des populations, le PNUE et l’UICN, avec l’appui financier du Royaume de Norvège, œuvrent dans le sens de l’établissement d’une aire protégée transfrontalière de la forêt du Mayombe à travers un projet intitulé : «Conservation des forêts, coopération environnementale et amélioration des moyens d’existence des populations dans les écosystèmes d’importance internationale – Composante du Bassin du Congo.  Voir plus


	
	Specialist Group News

	
	Rhino News - Latest newsletter of the Rhino Resource Centre available 

During the past quarter over 250 new references to books and papers about the five species of rhinos living in Africa and Asia have been added including the new studbook for Rhinoceros unicornis kept by the Basel Zoo, as well as six dissertations or theses by students in different countries. The latest issue of Pachyderm (no. 45) was published with a great selection of papers on elephants and rhinos. There are papers issued for the CITES 58th meeting of the Standing Committee, with a detailed paper on current needs in rhino conservation.  Download in pdf format here

	
	Announcements

	
	Job Vacancies

· Species Programme Coordinator – Mediterranean, IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation, Malaga, Spain  Deadline:  4 September  More info
· Coordinator Position, Great Apes Survival Partnership (GRASP) - Nairobi, Kenya Deadline: 22 September More info

	
	Elephant Meat Trade Study

AfESG is looking to hire a consultant to coordinate a study into the elephant meat trade in Central Africa - see the attached call for applications  Deadline 4 September 



	
	New Coordinator for the European Species Assessment

Annabelle Cuttelod will join the Species Programme as coordinator of the European Species Assessment joining the team in Cambridge, UK.  Annabelle has worked closely with the Species Programme for a few years having developed a Mediterranean Red List under the IUCN Mediterranean Programme.  Her experience will be very useful to complete the European Species Assessment, a joint initiative of the Species and European Programmes, and to support our efforts to develop new regional assessments with Regional Programmes.  Annabelle is a Swiss national and is fluent in all three IUCN official languages.  

	
	Publications

	
	Wildlife in a Changing World 

Vié, J.-C., Hilton-Taylor, C. and Stuart, S.N. (eds)(2009).  Wildlife in a Changing World – An Analysis of the 2008 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.  Gland, Switzerland.  180pp  
Wildlife in a Changing World presents an analysis of the 2008 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™. Beginning with an explanation of the IUCN Red List as a key conservation tool, it goes on to discuss the state of the worlds species and provides the latest information on the patterns of species facing extinction in some of the most important ecosystems in the world, highlighting the reasons behind their declining status. Areas of focus in the report include: freshwater biodiversity, the status of the worlds marine species, species susceptibility to climate change impacts, the Mediterranean biodiversity hotspot, and broadening the coverage of biodiversity assessments. Order a copy or download a pdf version here


	
	New E-Mail Alert system for IUCN publications

This is a web-based publications e-alert called Off the shelf at: http://www.iucn.org/emailnewsletter.cfm.
  Sign up here to receive an e-alert on a monthly basis with news of the latest IUCN publications – including links to the pdf download and/or hard copy ordering information.  

	
	Red List Workshop calendar

	
	Listed below is a provisional list of upcoming events & workshops.  Many organizational details have to be confirmed.  New information highlighted yellow. 

Event

Asia Region
13-18 Sept 2009  

GMSA Indo-Pacific Parrotfishes – Red List assessment workshop, Bali.

23-24 Oct 2009 

Sturgeon Red List assessment workshop, Wuhan, China  (Precedes 6th International Symposium on Sturgeon)

23-27 Nov 2009

Indo-Burma Freshwater assessment training workshop.  Phnom Penh, Cambodia

30 Nov-4 Dec 2009

Indo-pacific Tuna and Billfishes GMSA Red List Assessment workshop, Taiwan

Meso America
Date change January 2010 

GMSA - Sea Cucumber – Red List assessment workshop, Panama City, Panama.

19-23 Oct 2009

Iguana Specialist Group Meeting and Red List assessment workshop, Dominica (tbc) The goal is to complete new or updated assessments for all Caribbean species and a handful of Central American species.

16-20 Nov 2009
Chihuahuan Desert Cactus Red List assessment workshop, Queretaro, Mexico

Dec2009/Jan2010 

Mexican Freshwater Fish – Red List assessment workshop (dates tbc), Mexico

Europe
02 Sept 2009
Red List training at ECCB, Prague.

postponed to later date tbc 

European Plants - Red List assessment workshop, Spain (dates tbc).

05-09 Oct 2009Dates to be confirmed 

European Molluscs – Red List assessment workshop  

South America
09-11 Nov 2009

GMSA Global Sciaenid Red List assessment workshop, Manaus, Brazil

West Asia

31 Jan – 01 Feb 2010

Red List Training workshop, Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

North America
05-09 Oct 2009:  : 

GMSA - Butterflyfishes and Angelfishes Red List assessment workshop, Georgia Aquarium, Atlanta, USA


	
	Other IUCN News

	
	Wild Talk 

Wild Talk, IUCN’s podcast/radio downloads profile conservation projects on the ground, while looking into the human stories behind the headlines.  Wild Talk titles for August feature the following:

· Six young gorillas rescued in Gabon
Six orphan gorillas are one step closer to a completely independent life, thanks to a successful rescue operation in the Fernan-Vaz Lagoon in Gabon. The rescue is the first part of a three year reintroduction project, which follows the guidelines for introduction into the wild, set up by IUCN. The parents of the six orphans, all critically endangered western lowland gorillas, have lost their lives to illegal bush meat trade…The transfer was led by the Fernan-Vaz Gorilla Project (FGVP) director Nick Bachand and his team of Gabonese keepers.  Nik told us more about the rescue and about his views on illegal bush meat trade.  Download here
· Making palm oil green

Palm oil plantations do not have a good reputation when it comes to the environment. Acres of lucious rainforest, rich in species, are chopped down to make way for huge, monotonous plantations which produce palm oil, used for anything from cosmetics to biofuels. But a new scheme to certify palm oil plantations as sustainable has recently swung into action, known as the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil, or RSPO for short. Robert Zuehlke takes Wild Talk through the certification process and discusses consumer demand for sustainable palm oil.  Download here 

· Back to biofuel basics

What exactly are biofuels? Are they competing for resources needed to grow food and therefore causing a hike in global food prices? This and much more is explained in an interview with IUCN's Chief Scientist, Jeff McNeely. He discusses how biofuels have, in fact, been used for centuries and argues that the main concern from IUCN's point of view is how they will impact on biodiversity conservation. Download here
· Make sure REDD rewards right people

Ghan Shyam Pandey, from the Federation of Community Forest Users in Nepal, speaks to Wild Talk about the community-managed forests in his region. He says Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) will have to compensate the communities who actually protect the forests, rather than the governments and state agencies, if it is to be sustainable.  Download here
Full stories and downloads available here on Wild Talk


	For more information or if you wish to submit an item please contact 
Claire Santer – SSC Membership & Administrative  Assistant, Species Programme.




