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Evan Bloom spoke about environmental protection priorities for the US in the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS), primarily through the Committee for Environmental Protection (CEP) and  the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR). In the CEP, the recent priority has focused on non-native species, their introduction and their potential impacts on the ecosystem. The committee also handles environmental impact evaluations for new research stations and other activities, such as tourism. Some areas on the region are heavily visited, and the US has recently begun looking into whether there are harmful impacts of such visitation levels and potential regulations to reduce those impacts. CCAMLR is more than a regional fishery management organization, balancing conservation with rational use of Antarctic resources. The government’s goal is to bring ecosystem-based management and science-based decision making into the process. The US also sought to address a management gap between the reach of the Treaty System (which ends at 60o South) and the Antarctic Convergence, the natural ecosystem boundary which is north of the treaty limit. Because the ATS works by consensus, any one country can block or derail an effort, requiring special diplomacy within the system to achieve environmental goals.

