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Of all the events taking place in Rio de Janeiro in the next few years, the Rio+20 sustainability meeting is the least known. The environmental community has a short time to generate public interest in these discussions and their outcomes, and political will in enacting the resulting policies. 
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It’s important to note that there hasn't been as much preparatory time as for other meetings. This is a chance for real concrete action, to launch commitments and also look forward to better manage oceans and environment. Oceans are an important issue for this meeting, as evidenced by the fact that oceans are squarely in center of talks and discussions.

Food security, sustainable cities and access to data are all key issues in these meetings. In setting the ocean agenda, we should consider what issues are ripe for moving something forward at Rio and finding commonality. Ultimately, can we prioritize to a few issues? This needs political will, ideas, leadership, and funding to make it happen.
The green economy is at the core of integrating social, economic, environmental aspects, with a focus on managing oceans in a better way makes economic sense. We have good tools like ecosystem services, and we need to get them into policy decisions.

UNEP encourages everyone working on some aspect of the upcoming Rio talks to contact them and share their ideas to look for synergies among the ocean community.
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We have made tremendous progress highlighting oceans in this round of talks: oceans are listed as a priority issue for Rio. However, we still know relatively little about deep oceans and high seas; this knowledge lags behind what we know about other ecosystems. This is also reflected in management mechanisms. For example, there are no required environmental impact studies for high seas; some sectors do them anyway but many don't.
The current zero draft calls for filling these types of gaps, with an emphasis on marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction. Other high seas issues include ocean acidification, identifying vulnerable areas, IUU fishing and subsidies.
The upcoming talks provide a real chance for concrete outcomes for oceans. A high seas negotiating agreement is one of them.
