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Dear Applicant,

We are delighted that your organization has decided to join IUCN. 

Your application will receive personal attention from the Membership Unit, which includes a team at IUCN Headquarters in Gland and Membership Focal Points in the IUCN Regional Offices. 

Please read the “Help and Instructions” section that will guide you through the steps involved to complete your application. 
The next deadline for submitting your application is indicated on the Membership Section of the IUCN website, where you will also find the documents you need to read while completing your application as well as the application form: www.iucn.org/about/union/members/join/
Your first point of contact is the Membership Focal Point in your region. For contact details, please consult our website: www.iucn.org/about/union/members/contacts/mfp/. 
If at any time you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.

We look forward to receiving your application file.

The Membership Unit

Constituency Support Group 

Help and instructions: What do you need to do?

Before completing your application, please read the following documents:
· IUCN’s Statutes and Regulations adopted by IUCN Members: You need to confirm that your organization shares and supports the objectives of IUCN as set out in the Statutes and Regulations. 
www.iucn.org/about/union/Members/join/
· Membership Dues Guide: A deposit equivalent to the entire current year of membership is payable at the time of submitting the application. However, once the new Member has been admitted, the membership dues for that year are calculated on a pro-rata basis of the total annual membership dues, starting from the month following admission. A pro-rata adjustment will be made at the time of issuing the invoice for the second calendar year of membership. The deposit will be reimbursed in full by IUCN if the application is rejected. The Membership Dues guide gives all the necessary information you need to estimate the amount of your first year’s Membership dues deposit. www.iucn.org/about/union/members/join/
· The IUCN Programme 2009-2012 “Shaping a sustainable future” adopted by IUCN Members.
www.iucn.org/about/work/global_programme/
If you are a Government Agency, a National or International Non-Governmental Organization or if you wish to apply as an Affiliate
:

· consult the IUCN website for additional information and to find out when the next deadline for the submission of application is: www.iucn.org/about/union/members/join/;  

· contact the IUCN Membership Focal Point in your region who will assist you throughout the process: www.iucn.org/about/union/members/contacts/mfp/;

· complete the application form;

· include all the additional material necessary to complete your application file;

· pay your membership dues deposit; and
· send your application to the IUCN Membership Focal Point in your region.

If you wish to join as a State
 or as a Political and/or Economic Integration Organization
:

· States organizations and political and/or economic integration organizations become Members of IUCN by notifying the Director General of their adhesion to the IUCN Statutes. 

· The notification of adhesion to the Statutes by a State is to be made by or on behalf of the Head of State, the Head of Government or the Minister for Foreign Affairs. [IUCN Statutes, Article 6 and IUCN Regulations, Paragraph 3 (a) and (c)]
Draft text:

“Notification is hereby given by the Government of <COUNTRY NAME> of its adhesion to the Statutes of IUCN and willingness to become a member of IUCN.

The Government of <COUNTRY NAME> designates <NAME OF THE GOVERNMENT AGENCY> as its liaison with the IUCN Secretariat.”

· The notification of adhesion to the Statutes by a political and/or economic integration organization shall be made by its duly authorized representative and shall be accompanied by a statement declaring the extent of its competence with respect to the matters provided in the Statutes. [IUCN Statutes, Article 6 and IUCN Regulations, Paragraph 3 (b)].
· For States or political and/or economic integration organizations joining the Union during the course of the year, the membership dues are calculated on a pro-rata basis of the total dues for that year.
What are the main requirements for Government Agencies, National and International Non-Governmental Organizations and Affiliates to become Members of IUCN?

The IUCN Council must determine that the applicant [IUCN Statutes, Article 7]:

· shares and supports the objectives of IUCN; 

· does not pursue objectives or carry out activities that conflict with the objectives or activities of IUCN; and
· has as one of its central purposes the achievement of IUCN’s mission and a substantial record of activity in the conservation of nature and natural resources.

Government Agencies

Government Agencies seeking membership of IUCN shall submit an application for admission to the Director General supported by a statement by the head of the agency, setting forth its competence to adhere to the Statutes [IUCN Regulations, Paragraph 4].
Non Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and International Non-Governmental Organisations (INGOs)

NGOs and INGOs must comply with the following four main requirements [IUCN Regulations, Paragraph 5 (a)]:
· be a not-for-profit entity which conforms with the law of the State where its seat is located;

· have been in existence for at least three years;

· have an autonomous and independent board; and
· have a legal structure requiring periodic election or appointment of its officers.

In addition to the four main requirements, any duly accredited university, similar institution of higher learning, and its specialized centre(s) and research institute(s), seeking admission in the category NGO or INGO, need [IUCN Regulations, Paragraph 5 (b)] shall be:
· an academic or professional entity of high standing; and

· autonomous in administration and governance.

In addition to the four main requirements, INGOs need [IUCN Regulations, Paragraph 6]:
· to have as members duly constituted organizations or individuals, or a combination of organizations and individuals, with defined rules governing the admission of such members, and shall include members from at least two States;

· if an organization consists of organizational members: to function in two or more States and have not less than five members;

· if an organization consists of individual members: to have functioning branches or significant programmes in two or more States;

· to have a substantial record of activities in two or more States; and
· to have a governing body open to nationals from at least two States.
We will review your Statutes/Bylaws/Articles of Association/other statutory document to confirm that your organization complies with the requirements of the IUCN Regulations.

What are the main steps of the IUCN Membership application process? 

(IUCN Regulations Paragraph 12-17, describes the application process.)
· Applications for membership need to be submitted at least six months before they are considered by the Council. Please consult our website for the next deadline: www.iucn.org/about/union/members/join/
· The Membership Focal Point in your region will ensure that your application is complete and send it to the Membership Unit at headquarters.

· The Membership Unit will make a first evaluation of your application based on the requirements of the IUCN Statutes and Regulations.

· The Director General will mail notice of the applications received to Members of IUCN eligible to vote at least one hundred and forty days before the application is considered by the Council. 

· Members eligible to vote can exercise their right to object to an application. Any such objection must reach the Director General at least seventy five days before the meeting of the Council at which the application is to be considered.

· Such an objection can only be made on the grounds that the applicant does not meet the requirements of Membership provided in the Statutes or prescribed in the Regulations. The objections need to give specific grounds and particulars on which the objection is based. 

· The applicant will then be given an opportunity to respond to the objection. Such a response needs to be received at least forty five days before the meeting of the Council at which the application is to be considered. 

· The Membership Unit will submit your file to the Constituency Committee of the IUCN Council, which, prior to each Council/Bureau meeting, considers the applications and makes recommendations to the Council/Bureau regarding the admission of applicant Members.

· The Membership Unit will inform you in writing of the Council/Bureau’s decision.
Guidance on filling in the application form
· This application form has been designed for use with Microsoft Word versions 2003 and 2007.

· The application form is structured with ‘form fields’ which you should fill in to complete the form. These fields are highlighted by their light grey background. To enter your response, please click on the highlighted fields. Some fields restrict the values you can enter (dates, numbers, etc.) depending on the question.

· You can move from one field to another using the tabulation key.

· To select an option, simply click on the corresponding box. A cross will appear in the box to identify your selection. If you make a mistake, click the box again to clear it and then click the appropriate box.

· The text entry sections of the application form have a fixed font and length. Your answers must fit in the spaces provided on the application form.

· The signature boxes are unprotected and allow you to insert your electronic signature. Alternatively, you can print the form, sign it and return it to us by mail, or electronically as a scanned document.
· The application form and the accompanying documents should be sent to the IUCN Membership Focal Point in your region. For further details, please consult our website: www.iucn.org/about/union/members/contacts/mfp/
Problems or questions?

Please contact the IUCN Membership Focal Point in your region who will be happy to answer all your questions. For further details, please consult our website: www.iucn.org/about/union/members/contacts/mfp/.  Alternatively, please feel free to contact the Membership Unit at the IUCN headquarters in Gland, Switzerland: membership@iucn.org. 

To learn more about IUCN: www.iucn.org
Membership Application Form

Supporting documentation (for Government Agencies, National and International Non-Governmental Organisations): 
The application form and the accompanying documentation must be sent in one of the official IUCN languages: English, Spanish or French.

When submitting your application, please ensure that you have provided all the necessary information:

Checklist: 
(please tick the boxes)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Statutes/Bylaws/Articles of Association/ other statutory document of your organization 

In order to verify that your organization complies with IUCN Regulations.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Latest audited financial report (if not available, please provide a statement certified by the Treasurer or the Head of your organization)

Only for National and International Non-Governmental Organisations.

The dues scale for National and International non-governmental organizations comprises nine different dues groups. Membership dues for National and International NGOs are calculated on based on the organization’s operating expenditure. This is defined as the expenditure arising in the course of ordinary activities of the organization and which is considered to be recurrent and annual. Operating expenditure does not include one-time investments and/or major project expenditures such as donor-funded projects. Applicant organizations are requested to provide appropriate financial information so that the IUCN Secretariat may determine their dues group. 

Please consult the Membership Dues Guide (www.iucn.org/about/union/members/join/) and/or contact the Membership Focal Point in your region.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Two letters of endorsement from IUCN Members in good standing

In good standing means that the Member has paid its dues until and including the year preceding the submission of the application.

Please consult the Members’ database (www.iucn.org/about/union/members/network/members_database/) and/or contact the Membership Focal Point in your region.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Deposit corresponding to the entire current year of membership

The membership dues deposit may be paid by bank transfer, by credit card; by cheque. Payment details are given on the last page of this application form. 

Please consult the Membership Dues Guide (www.iucn.org/about/union/members/join/) and/or contact the Membership Focal Point in your region (www.iucn.org/about/union/members/contacts/mfp/)



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Statement by the head of the agency setting forth its competence to adhere to the Statutes 

Only for Government Agencies.




	We can only process your application once all of the above have been received.


General


Category of IUCN membership applied for:

(please tick one of the boxes)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Government Agency

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	National non-governmental organization

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	International non-governmental organization

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Affiliate (non-voting Member)


General Information

(please enter the text  in the frames or tick as appropriate) 
	Name of organization (in your own language if you use the Roman alphabet):

	     

	Official translation of your organization’s name into English:

	     

	Acronym:  
	     
	Date of foundation of your organisation:
	     
dd/mm/yyyy

	For NGOs and INGOS: Please indicate the amount of your organization’s annual operating expenditure in US dollars:
	     

	Preferred IUCN official language to receive information:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 French


Primary contact for relations with IUCN

This person will receive all correspondence from IUCN and is responsible for dissemination within your organization.
	Title:  (Mr/ Mrs/Ms/Dr/ Prof /Other) 
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

	First name:
	     

	Family name:
	     

	Position:  
	     

	Department:
	     

	Telephone:
	+      
Country code
	     
Area code
	     
Number

	Email
	


Address

Street Address:

	Street & Street Nr:  
	

	City:  
	
	Postal code:
	     

	Province/State:
	
	Country:
	     

	Telephone:
	+      
Country code
	     
Area code
	     
Number

	Fax:
	+      
Country code
	     
Area code
	     
Number

	Email:
	

	Website:
	


Mailing address (if different from the street address):

	Street & Street Nr:
	

	City:  
	
	Postal code:
	     

	Province/State:
	
	Country:
	


Information about your organization:

For NGOs only [IUCN Regulations, Paragraph 5]: 
	Is your organization a not-for-profit entity which conforms with the law of the State where its seat is located?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

No

	Does your organization have a governing board which is independent from governmental, executive and legislative bodies?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

No

	Does your organization have a constitution which enables periodic election or appointment of its officers in the governing body or secretariat?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

No


For International NGOs only [IUCN Regulations, Paragraph 6]:

	List the countries in which your organization has members
:

	     

	List the countries in which your organization has functioning branches and / or programmes and a substantial record of activities in the field of conservation of nature and natural resources:

	     

	Does the governing body of your organization include nationals from at least two States?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

No

	Please specify their nationalities:

	     


Applicant’s Mission, Objectives and Activities


“The applicant has as one of its central purposes the achievement of IUCN’s mission and a substantial record of activity
 in the conservation of nature and natural resources.” [Statutes - Section III - Members, Article 7 (c)]

IMPORTANT:  This section will be used to notify IUCN Members of your application and in the documentation submitted to the IUCN Constituency Committee of Council as received, without editing.
	Name of organization 
(in English):
	     

	Country:  
	     


Description of your organization:
Maximum 100 words
	     


Mission/Vision of your organization:
Maximum 100 words

	     


Summary of your organization’s objectives as they appear in your Statutes / Bylaws / Articles of Association / other statutory document:
Maximum 300 words

	     


Achievements:  Describe your organization’s main achievements during the last three year period:
Maximum 500 words
	     


Map your activities against the IUCN Programme 2009-2012
 Core Programme Area and Thematic Areas:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Core Programme Area: Biodiversity

Ensuring sustainable and equitable management of biodiversity from local to global level


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Thematic Programme Area 2 : Climate Change

Integrating biodiversity considerations and opportunities into climate change policy and practice 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Thematic Programme Area 3 : Energy

Implementing ecologically sustainable, equitable and efficient energy systems


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Thematic Programme Area 4 : Livelihoods

Improving livelihoods, reducing poverty and vulnerability, and enhancing environmental and human security through sustainable ecosystem management


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Thematic Programme Area 5 : Economy

Integrating ecosystem conservation values in economic policy, finance and markets



Reason for joining IUCN

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	To share knowledge

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	To network/establish partnerships

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	To influence the environmental policy

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:


Maximum 50 words
	     


AUTHORIZATION


I hereby confirm that the information contained in this application is correct and that this organization shares and supports the objectives of IUCN as set out in its Statutes. 

	Title: (Mr/ Mrs/Ms/Dr/ Prof /Other) 
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

	First name:
	     

	Family name:
	     

	Position:  
	     

	Department:
	     

	Date:
	      (dd/mm/yyyy)


	Signature:  
	


The above area is not protected to allow the inclusion of your electronic signature. (To insert the electronic signature in Word 2007: On the Insert tab, in the Illustrations group, click Picture. Locate the signature that you want to insert. Double-click the picture that you want to insert.) PLEASE USE THE ARROW KEY TO MOVE TO THE NEXT FIELD.

Additional signature (if required by your organization):

	Title: (Mr/ Mrs/Ms/Dr/ Prof /Other) 
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

	First name:
	     

	Family name:
	     

	Position:  
	     

	Department:
	     

	Date:
	      (dd/mm/yyyy)


	Signature:
	


The above area is not protected to allow the inclusion of your electronic signature. (To insert the electronic signature in Word 2007: On the Insert tab, in the Illustrations group, click Picture. Locate the signature that you want to insert. Double-click the picture that you want to insert.) PLEASE USE THE ARROW KEY TO MOVE TO THE NEXT FIELD.

Methods of payment:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	through the corresponding Regional Office (please contact your Membership Focal Point for further information: www.iucn.org/about/union/members/contacts/mfp/

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	by bank transfer to:  UBS S.A.; Case Postale 3991, CH-1002 Lausanne, Switzerland

	
	Payable to:
UICN, Union internationale pour la conservation de la nature et de ses resources *      or 
IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources *

	
	Swiss francs Account No.
	IBAN: CH23 0024 3243 3350 3501 W

	
	US Dollar Account No.
	IBAN: CH40 0024 3243 3350 3560 Y

	
	Euro Account No.
	IBAN: CH95 0024 3243 3350 3561 B

	
	Sort code: 002433
	Swift code: UBSWCHZH80A

	
	IMPORTANT FOR ALL BANK TRANSFERS. Please use the following reference: 
Application Deposit for (add organisation name)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	by bank cheque made payable to:

UICN, Union internationale pour la conservation de la nature et de ses resources *      or

IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources *

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	by credit card: (Visa / MasterCard)
	If paying by credit card please complete the following: 


I authorize IUCN, to charge the credit card listed below:
	Amount in Swiss Francs: 
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Visa
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MasterCard

	Card number:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	

	C.V.V. number: 
	 
	 
	 
	Expiry date:
	  
month
	   

year
	

	Important: Credit card payments must show the card verification validity number (cvv). This number is the last three (3) numbers found on the signature line on the back of the card. If paying your invoice by credit card, please add this number when completing the form.

	Card holder name 

(as it appears on the credit card):
	     

	Billing address:

	Street & Street Nr:
	     

	City:  
	     
	Postal code:
	     

	Province/State:
	     
	Country:
	     

	Date:
	      (dd/mm/yyyy)


	Signature: 
	


The above area is not protected to allow the inclusion of your electronic signature. (To insert the electronic signature in Word 2007: On the Insert tab, in the Illustrations group, click Picture. Locate the signature that you want to insert. Double-click the picture that you want to insert.) PLEASE USE THE ARROW KEY TO MOVE TO THE NEXT FIELD.

* It is important that you use the exact name in English or in French under which IUCN is legally registered in Switzerland or the bank transfer will fail.
IUCN	Tel.  +41 22 999 0000


Rue Mauverney 28	Fax  +41 22 999 0002


1196 Gland	mail@iucn.org


Switzerland	www.iucn.org











� Affiliate Members shall be government agencies, national and international non-governmental organizations, which are not in Categories A or B [IUCN Statutes, Article 5 (f)]. Only Members in Categories A and B shall have the right to vote. [IUCN Statutes, Article 30].


� “States shall be those which are members of the United Nations or any of its Specialised Agencies, or of the International Atomic Energy Agency, or parties to the Statutes of the International Court of Justice” [IUCN Statutes, Article 5 (a)].


� “Political and/or economic integration organizations shall be organizations constituted solely by States to which those States have conferred legal competence in respect of matters within the objectives of IUCN” [IUCN Statutes, Article 5 (c)].


� Members must be properly constituted organizations, including States and government agencies, or individuals, or a combination of organizations and individuals, with defined rules governing the admission of such members.


� “Activity” can take many forms, including field action, community involvement, research in the natural and social sciences, policy development, advocacy, legal activities, education and public awareness, and fundraising where these are for purposes in line with the mission of IUCN. While determining the relative importance of an activity is necessarily to some extent subjective, it is here considered that “substantial” can be assessed in terms of the applicant’s programme and projects, resource allocations, organisational structures and outputs.


� The IUCN Programme 2009–2012 identifies one core programme area and a related set of four thematic programme areas. These areas target critical issues that need to be addressed to tackle the conservation challenges of today and tomorrow, and to reflect the lessons we have learned in the implementation of previous programmes of work. To read more about the IUCN Programme, please consult our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.iucn.org/about/work/global_programme/" �www.iucn.org/about/work/global_programme/�
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