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CMSP and the other priority 
objectives



COASTAL AND MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING
A process for balancing multiple uses of oceans and coasts and ocean health

CMSP identifies areasmost suitable for various types or classes of activities in order to reduce conflicts 
among uses, reduce environmental impacts, facilitate compatible uses, and preserve critical ecosystem 

services 



Protect, maintain, and 
restore ecosystems and 
delivery of ecosystem
services

Support 
sustainable uses

CMSP National Goals



Ecosystem Services



Ocean uses depend on healthy ecosystems

Fishing
Tourism

Aquaculture



Protect, Maintain, and Restore
Marine Ecosystem Health



Native Species Diversity
(Biodiversity)



NativeSpecies Diversity:
Invasive Species

Non-native zebra mussels clogging pipes in the Great Lakes



Habitat Diversity and Heterogeneity
Important Ecological Areas

Representative habitats



Key Species and Interaction Webs

Foundation speciesKeystone species

Top predators



Connectivity

Breeding Grounds Migratory Routes

Source AreasFeeding Grounds


