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for two reasons: First, because we
understand and support how protected
areas are delivering, today and every
day, so many valuable benefits.
Second, because we are concemed
about guality of life for our children and
our children’s children. We want them
to enjoy the benefits provided by pro-
tected areas, including the opportunity
to visit them if they so choose.

We have seen that protected areas pro-
vide a host of benefits that enrich our
lives here and now. But perhaps the
most powertul argument for creating and
supporting protected areas is that they
are solid investments in hope—which is
to say, in life itself. The hurman spirit wil
be extinguished if we ever lose hope for
a better future. Protected areas are our
legacy, our commitment to making sure
that the majesty of life on planet Earth
never dies,

WCPA in action
Promoting the values of protected
areas via a global volunteer network

WCPA, the World Commission on
Protected Areas, is the world's premier
network of protected area expertise. We
are one of six commissions within ILICN,
the International Union for Consenvation of
MNature. Our global volurteer rnetwark has
more than 1,800 members from 148
countries. Mary are senior-ievel profes-
sionals in park administration, scientific
research, resource management, and sim-
ilar oocupations. WOPA works jointly with
the: IUCM Programme on Protectsd Areas.
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Our mission is to promote the astab-
lishment and effective management of
a worldwide repraesentative network of
terrestrial and marine protected areas,
For 50 years, we have provided leader-
ship by

* Convening the global constituency
for protected areas, mainty through
the World Parks Congresses, held
every 10 years to address global
iSsUes

* Developing capacity for working al
the regional and national leve

s Working with global conventions,
aspecially the World Heritage
Convention and the Convention
on Biological Diversity

* Setting standards, improving data
and developing the protected areas
management categories system

* Promoting effective management of
protected areas

More than 12 per cant of the world's
territorial area is under some form of
protection, although barely 1 per cent
of the sea. And not all these are as yel
properly implemented or managed.
Protected areas exist in an astonishing
variety—in terms of their size, the types
of habitats they contain, their location,
who ownsg and manages them and
what they have been set up to protect.

For more information on protected areas
go to www.ilcn.orgfwepa


Proofit annotations

Page size: 9.10 x 12.53 inches (23.11 x 31.81 cm)
Resolution: 120
Filename: F:\IT.Exports\\PDF120dpi\.\54352_final_for__011.TL0S8A\54352_final_for__011.TL0S8A.PDF
Date: 19/09/2008 15:19
No spot colors.



54352_final_for_lifes_sake.gxd:Lavout 1 19.9.2008 15:28 P% 12

Al phates IUCH Photo Ubrary £ LGN

Cover: Canadian Rocky Mountan Parks, Betish Coumbia
by Jirn Thorsall

Blue-and-yeliow macaw, lguacu MNatonal Park, Brazil, by
Imene Melians

Waterfall in the Tropical Rainforest Hertaoe of Sumatra,
Inclonesia, by David Sheppand

Orchids in Santa Elena orchis garden, Costa Rica, by
Jodle Dufour

Greater Biue Mountains Area in Australia, by Jim Thorsed

= 2 girl fills bags wilh sl ina arge rurssnyin
e La Eco-regiin, Laguna de Lachud Natcral Park,
Guaternala, by Marco Caheo
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Fish caught in the R Grands de Buba,
Matiirad Park, Guinea-Bssau, by Prilippe

West Norwegian Fiords, by David Sheppard
Gireat Barrier Rest Haritage Area, Australia, by Jim Thorsel

Lashan Giant Buddna Scanc Area, Ching, by Jim Thorseld
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