
Protected Areas Journey
Celebrating Protected Areas, their values and their people!

50 years of engagement

The Barcelona World Conservation 
Forum may just as well be labelled 
a World Parks Congress. Protected 
Areas dominate the agenda. The World 
Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA), 
celebrating its fiftieth year, in collaboration 
with the IUCN Programme on Protected 
Areas, is in the forefront in putting on 
workshops and knowledge cafés, 
launching movies and giving out awards 
in recognition of the commitment of 
individuals. About 90 events through the 

course of the forum promote the values 
and benefits of protected areas. 

Critical issues for protected areas 
include expanding the network of marine 
protected areas, addressing impacts of 
climate change, and of course enhancing 
the well-being of the people within and 
next to PAs. We will launch enhanced 
guidelines on the IUCN system on 
protected areas management categories 
and on sacred natural sites. Further 
topics include:  launch of a renewed 
World Database on Protected Areas, 
community and indigenous management 

and governance, ecological restoration, 
conservation planning, relevance of 
protected areas to health; management 
effectiveness at a system level, future 
directions for world heritage, and 
youth as tomorrow’s leaders. These 
are just a smattering of the topics 
given prominence in the course of the 
Congress Forum.

Plan to start your journey on protected 
areas issues on Oct. 6th with 
“Celebrating PAs, their values and their 
people” at 14:30 in the plenary room B. 
Enjoy the Forum!
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Protected Areas 
at the 2008 IUCN World Conservation Congress

•    a WCPA Members Meeting
  •    more than 80 workshops
      •     25+ Protected Area motions/resolutions
         •     Launching of 2 major IUCN Protected Area  Guidelines: 
                 one on the new IUCN Protected Areas Categories System
                   and the other on managing Sacred Sites 
                  •     12 Protected Area fi lms
                     •    19 Knowledge Cafés
                        •     Book Launches
                           • Various Awards
                             •     Press Events
                                   and a WCPA exhibition booth
                                                    more details are available on www.iucn.org/wcpa

Following the WCPA Members Meeting on the 4th, the 2008 IUCN Congress is composed of two main 
parts: a Conservation Forum spanning over 4 days from October 6-9 and a Members’ Assembly running 
from October 10-14.  IUCN’s Protected Area’s Programme and the World Commission on Protected 
Areas will play a very prominent role.

At the Conservation Forum, protected area issues will enjoy an unprecedented amount of coverage with 
a very diverse cross-section of thematic workshops (see centerfold), publication launches, social events, 
media debates, an exhibition booth and fi lm screenings.

The Members’ Assembly will debate and vote on over 25 motions and resolutions directly relevant to 
protected areas, which will help shape IUCN’s policy on protected area issues for the next four years and 
beyond.

IUCN Congress 2008 is...
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