




ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
 
Dear Ms. Julia Marton-Lefevre 
 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian Federation thanks you for the letter, 
inspired by care for protection of the Western Pacific Grey Whales population. Ministry fully 
shares your concerns and takes all measures for monitoring of this population and prevention of 
its deterioration. 
 
During several past years the oil fields on the Sakhalin island shelf are covered by careful 
observations of the quantity, feeding and behavior of the grey whales. These researches are 
implemented by Russian and foreign scientists. The activities are coordinated by special Task 
Force group for strategic planning research of the West Pacific grey whales (Group), established 
under auspices of the Russian Academy of Science (RAS). The Group is headed by 
prof.Yablokov, corresponding-member of the RAS. Representatives from leading Russian 
scientific institutes, including RAS Institute for Oceanology, All-Russian Scientific-Research 
institute of the sea fishery and oceanography, State Committee for Fishery and Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Ecology are included in this Group.  
 
On regular meetings of this Group plans and programs of the scientific researches, results of the 
already implemented scientific studies are presented and analyzed. Thus, the Group under 
prof.Yablokov’s leadership is a real coordinating center in Russian Federation for all type of 
scientific studies related to the Western Pacific Grey Whales population. 
 
The main result of the multiyear monitoring of the Western Pacific Grey Whales is the 
conclusion that the population is stabile. Number of the Western Pacific grey whales from year 
to year is assessed as approximately 120 animals. Annual offspring is 5-7 whale calves. The 
signs of population’s exhaustion appeared in the beginning of the Millennium nowadays are not 
of concern. Detailed hydro biological survey showed that the nutritional base for western grey 
whales on Sakhalin Island shelf is sufficient. Nowadays two feeding areas are detected – coastal 
(Piltun) and marine. Coastal area is used mostly by female whales with calves. Marine area is 
mostly used by male whales. During last years the signs of the expansion of areal of the Western 
Pacific grey whales have been recorded. The animals were detected near to the Kamchatka 
peninsular shore and in northern part of the Sea of Okhotsk.  
 
Acoustic impact of the sea based oil platforms is not important factor for whales. Their behavior 
in vicinity of such platforms is not changed. Oil tankers also don’t effect negatively the whales. 
For construction of underwater pipelines alternative routes are used that avoid crossing of the 
main feeding grounds of the grey whales. Seismic activities are planned in such a way that 
avoids presence of the ships in the feeding grounds of whales when the animals are there. 
Seismic works with the use of the air guns directly within whales feeding areas are not 
implemented. 
 
Activity of the oil companies mentioned in your letter that work on Sakhalin island shelf is full 
of care about whales. All activities and works are organized in a way which minimize impact on 
the whales. It is fully corresponds to the Russian Environmental Legislation. The companies 
“Sakhalin Energy” and “Exxon Neftegaz” regularly provide reports about monitoring of the 
Western Pacific grey whales, and organize presentations of the new data. On these presentations 
leading Russian scientists and decision makers from supervizing organizations, including Federal 
Supervisory Natural Resources Management Service, are invited. 
 



Because the grey whale is inscribed in the Russian Federation Red Data Book - the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Ecology is responsible for its protection. The leading Department in the 
Ministry in this area is the Department of the State Policy and Regulation in the Area of 
Environment Protection and Ecological Security.  
Director of this Department is Mr Rinat Gizatulin (Phone 254-69-99  rigiz@mail.ru). 
     
Minister  Yu Trutnev 
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