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IUCN USA & Caribbean Members and Membership Resources

Exploring IUCN's Membership
An Interview with Mr. Scott Hajost, Executive Director of the IUCN USA & Caribbean Multilateral Office, who shares his thoughts on IUCN's membership and the current efforts to link this key component of IUCN to the thematic global programmes.

How many IUCN members are there? And how many members are there in the North American and Caribbean region?

There are nearly 1,000 IUCN members in over 140 countries. In this region alone there are over 100 - which includes 25-30 Canadian members. When I joined IUCN in 1994, I inherited a solid and substantial membership, which has grown incrementally over the last ten years. The U.S. membership includes a U.S. State member, several government agencies, and many non-governmental organisations (NGOs). Currently we're working hard to include State members in the Caribbean.

How do the membership and the IUCN USA Multilateral Office work together?

The U.S. office has undertaken several policy intervention initiatives with, and on behalf of, its members. For example, we were heavily involved in policy discussions in the run-up to, during, and after the World Summit on Sustainable Development. More recently we worked with the membership on the IUCN 5th World Parks Congress. A lot of our work involves providing linkages and information flow between parties and facilitating policy dialogue. The U.S. office also produces a number of publications, specifically books and reports focusing on climate change and marine conservation. These draw heavily from the members' expertise and as such they reflect their interests. 

How does IUCN membership differ between regions?

IUCN's membership is extremely diverse and differs greatly between regions. The North American and Caribbean membership enjoys a high level of NGO, think tank, and environmental advocacy group involvement. Other regions enjoy a high level of government agency involvement. The interest and focus also differ between regions; membership interests are more international than national in the North American and European regions.

How do the IUCN membership focal points contribute to the interaction between IUCN and the membership?

The membership focal points are the nexus between programmatic activities and the membership. For example they are responsible for linking regional programmes to members, and vice versa, and they play a significant role in encouraging interaction between members and the IUCN council. 

What do you think is the added value of being an IUCN member?

I think it's about being linked to a broader global network comprising large, medium, and small actors. It's also about being part of a larger family that is interested in conservation and extending that interest into partnership. To find out more, visit the IUCN US & Caribbean Membership page. 

