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Background about Space for Elephants for the Report for the Sir Peter Scott Fund website
“The three main pillars of Space for Elephants Foundation (SEF) are to create interlinking conservation areas for Elephants, Rhinos, Wild Dog and other wildlife, to facilitate opportunities for the people living in and around these corridors to create an economic base from tourism and wildlife conservation, and to conduct supporting, meaningful scientific research,” says Dr Marion Garai, Chairperson of Space for Elephants Foundation. “This objective is now materialising throughout the Southern Africa Development Community Trans Frontier Conservation Areas. The Elephant leads the way for African Unity.”
 
THE LUBOMBO SPINE CORRIDOR: FENCING PHASE ONE

(More funding needed for Phase Two)
The current project funded by the IUCN Sir Peter Scott Fund/ Kate Sanderson bequest is to establish Phase One towards the final objective being The Lubombo Spine Corridor, which will link the Swaziland TFCA (Trans Frontier Conservation Area) with the iSimangoliso (formerly Greater St Lucia) Wetland Park, a World Heritage Site, through Pongola Game Reserve and Mkuze Game Reserve including Senekal private land and Nkosi Myeni traditional authority. This will allow Elephants and other wildlife to follow natural migration routes once again. A joint funder is the WWF Rhino Range Expansion Programme, managed by Dr Jaques Flamand. When more funding has been sourced for Phase Two of this corridor, ecologically this will link the dry winter interior bushveld North with the heavy rainfall sub-tropical Elephant Coast of Maputaland in the South, encouraging a natural migration phenomenon.

More land being made available
This concept has the approval of all the relevant authorities. Consultation has taken place with the edge communities (Nkosi Myeni Traditional Authority) and other land-owners. This community has agreed to add a substantial area of their land to increase the size of the corridor for Elephant and Rhino range expansion.  A land-owner adjacent to the corridor, Keith Stannard, has ceded his adjoining land to be included into the PongolaPoort Nature Reserve, part of the corridor.

The clearing of bush for the fence line has been done involving the local people.
 "It is imperative to include the Edge Communities in decision making," says the Chief  Executive Officer of  SEF Digs Pascoe. "We, with our Honorary Officers, are in constant discussion with the Traditional Authorities and our local people, so as to make sure that biodiversity conservation plans do meet their wishes. The area is in the heart of the Maputaland --Pondoland-- Albany Biodiversity Hotspot of World significance (follow link - http://sites.google.com/site/mpahotspotproject/ecosys). SEF is in the process of establishing a market and information office about this work to create awareness about the hotspot for the Nkosi Myeni Traditional Authority edge community, one of many projects which will allow our people to profit economically from the proposed biodiversity and mega herbivore corridor.”
SIR PETER SCOTT AWARD

SEF and partners are carrying on the work to save Rhinos, initiated by the late Blythe Loutit, founder of Save The Rhino Trust in Namibia. Blythe was awarded the Sir Peter Scott award by the Species Survival Commission of the IUCN.  Blythe donated her personal Land Rover to SEF to be used to research and monitor the Black Rhino during translocation of animals for the Black Rhino Range Expansion Programme. This is a joint venture between SEF, WWF, EKZNWildLife, Thanda Foundation and Wildlife.ACT in four Black Rhino range expansion areas: Pongola Nature Reserve, Pongola Game Reserve, Thanda Private Game Reserve and the current fencing project, funded by Sir Peter Scott Foundation/Kate Sanderson Bequest at Pongola Poort Nature Reserve (Phase One of the Lubombo Spine Corridor for the range expansion for Elephant and Rhino). When Phase One of the Lubombo spine project is complete, some 65 elephants and 15 black rhino will be roaming a newly established well-secured and monitored habitat for endangered species protection, supported by the edge communities.

THE FENCE: THE LUBOMBO SPINE CORRIDOR
PHASE ONE:  Please refer to the map showing the PGR Land Ownership sections.
From Swaziland TFCA traversing anti clockwise:
Dark Green  
PNR (Pongola Nature Reserve) 
Yellow  - PGRN (Pongola Game Reserve North)

Cream  - PGRS (Pongola Game Reserve South)

Dark Green  - PPNR (Pongolapoort NR).  

Section A: new fence line enclosed in the ellipse. This is approximately 6 kilometres traversing from 300 metre contour line altitude to 100 metres at the water’s edge. This is steep mountainous terrain. There is currently no fence here. The North East of this is local Tribal Land. This will allow the elephants that are currently squeezed between the railway line and the lake eco zone on PGR to move into PPNR.
Map Pongola Dam and Proposed Corridors

The larger map of the whole area (see Map Pongola Dam and Proposed Corridors): 

F is the section in question. The hatched area going up into Swaziland – the yellow banana shaped area - (to eventually join with the TFCA there) indicates the proposed larger corridor. This will eventually run south (hatched area) to join with Mkuze game reserve and further on with the Lubombo Spine and down to the Wetland Park (not on the map).

PHASE TWO of this project is to establish the Lubombo Spine Corridor, which is section C on the map.  

This will utilize the Lubombo Spine from PPNR to Mkhuze Game Reserve and GIWP necessitating fencing small sections of the Lubombo Mountain escarpment at the top and along the 200 metre contour on the foothills allowing the Elephants to move from PPNR South Eastward along the mountain corridor at C following the arrows demarcating the corridor direction to MGR and GIWP.

 
The elephants will be able to roam from Swaziland TFCA, once the appropriate fences have been removed, moving anti clockwise, through PNR (dark green), PGRN (yellow) along the ecozone (shoreline) PGRS (cream), into PPNR (dark green) across the road (grids will be installed) into area C and along the Lubombo Spine to the coast and GIWP. 
By installing the fence at A they will still be able to access the refuge area, undisturbed, during their times needing refuge (Breeding, calf caring, away from human harassment, hunting in the PGR areas etc.)

Other SEF Projects in Connection with the Lubombo Corridor

Elephant and Rhino monitoring and range expansion with Pongola Game Reserve.
SEF and Thanda Foundation have just recently established:
A Research Centre, based on Thanda Private Game Reserve, not far from the proposed Lubombo corridor. Dr Yolanda Pretorius, our Research coordinator, together with Wildlife ACT, is currently working on monitoring the Elephants, Black rhino and Wild Dogs, as well as preparing a detailed ecological survey of the proposed corridor sites. 

A Wildlife Training Centre together with Bhejane Nature Training
Together with its associate members, SEF has established Anti Poaching teams to monitor and protect the rhino populations in 4 areas.
 For further information please contact:
 DIGS PASCOE
CEO Space For Elephants Foundation
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digspascoe@zulukingdom.co.za
Space for Elephants Foundation, a not-for-profit conservation, research and educational Foundation
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