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Mr. Anatoly A. Ledovskikh

Head

The Federal Subsoil Resources Management
Agency

B.Gruzinskaya Str, 4/61

23995 Moscow,

Ref: 76699-200 11 February 2008

Dear Mr Ledovskikh
RE: IUCN - Western Gray Whale Conservation Initiative
| am writing to seek your assistance with an important conservation project on Sakhalin Island.

As you may be aware, in October 2006 the World Conservation Union (IUCN) convened a long-term
independent scientific advisory panel to provide advice to Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd
(SEIC) on how to minimize and mitigate the impact of its Sakhalin 2 operations on western gray whales in
the vicinity of Sakhalin Island.

Due to its currently very small numbers, this geographically distinct population of whales has been listed
as critically endangered on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and is listed in the Russian Red
Data Book. It is an unfortunate coincidence that the northeastern Sakhalin Shelf, where current and future
oil and gas development is underway or planned, is the only currently known feeding area for these
animals.

The panel has already made a number of practical recommendations for the conduct of oil and gas
exploration and extraction in areas where these whales feed. However, in order to realise the full potential
of the advisory panel there is a need to consider the activities of other energy companies in addition to
SEIC. At its last meeting in November 2007, the panel expressed concern about the lack of reliable
information on the plans and activities of other companies operating in the region. The observer
representing the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources was able to provide some information about the
Lebedinskoye seismic survey planned for summer 2008, but was unable to provide specific information
about it, or about any other oil and gas activities that might take place in 2008 or beyond.

| am therefore writing to request your assistance in providing IUCN with any information concerning
planned or future offshore oil and gas related activities on the Sakhalin Shelf for which permits have been
issued or are pending. Furthermore, | request any information that you have on projects or activities on the
Sakhalin shelf that are currently undergoing a State Environmental Expertisa.

I look forward to receiving your positive response to this request. In the meantime, should you require
further information on the project, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Vladimir Moshkalo, Head of the
IUCN Programme Office for Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States, who is responsible for
liaising with the manager for this project (Vladimir.moshkalo@iucn.ru; +7 495 609 3991). Additional
information may also be found on the project website
(http://www.iucn.org/themes/marine/sakhalin/index.htm).

Yours sincerely


mailto:Vladimir.moshkalo@iucn.ru
http://www.iucn.org/themes/marine/sakhalin/index.htm
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Carl Gustaf Lundin
Head
Global Marine Programme



Mr. Vladimir V. Kirillov

Head

The Federal Supervisory Natural Resources
Management Service of the Russian Ministry of
Natural Resources of the Russian Federation
B.Gruzinskaya Str, 4/6

123995 Moscow, Russia

Fax #: 00-7-495-252-06-29

Ref: 76699-200 11 February 2008

Dear Mr Kirillov
RE: IUCN - Western Gray Whale Conservation Initiative
| am writing to seek your assistance with an important conservation project on Sakhalin Island.

As you may be aware, in October 2006 the World Conservation Union (IUCN) convened a long-term
independent scientific advisory panel to provide advice to Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd
(SEIC) on how to minimize and mitigate the impact of its Sakhalin 2 operations on western gray whales in
the vicinity of Sakhalin Island. The Panel includes several members of the Russian Group on Strategic
Planning of Research on Gray Whales, Interdepartmental Ichthyology Commission.

Due to its currently very small numbers, this geographically distinct population of whales has been listed
as critically endangered on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and is listed in the Russian Red
Data Book. It is an unfortunate coincidence that the northeastern Sakhalin Shelf, where current and future
oil and gas development is underway or planned, is the only currently known feeding area for these
animals.

The panel has already made a number of practical recommendations for the conduct of oil and gas
exploration and extraction in areas where these whales feed. However, in order to realise the full potential
of the advisory panel there is a need to consider the activities of other energy companies in addition to
SEIC. At its last meeting in November 2007, the panel expressed concern about the lack of reliable
information on the plans and activities of other companies operating in the region. The observer
representing the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources was able to provide some information about the
Lebedinskoye seismic survey planned for summer 2008, but was unable to provide specific information
about it, or about any other oil and gas activities that might take place in 2008 or beyond.

| am therefore writing to request your assistance in providing IUCN with any information concerning
planned or future offshore oil and gas related activities on the Sakhalin Shelf for which permits have been
issued or are pending. Furthermore, | request any information that you have on projects or activities on the
Sakhalin shelf that are currently undergoing a State Environmental Expertisa.

I look forward to receiving your positive response to this request. In the meantime, should you require
further information on the project, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Vladimir Moshkalo, Head of the
IUCN Programme Office for Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States, who is responsible for
liaising with the manager for this project (Vladimir.moshkalo@iucn.ru; +7 495 609 3991). Additional
information may also be found on the project website
(http://www.iucn.org/themes/marine/sakhalin/index.htm).

Yours sincerely


http://www.mnr.gov.ru/part/?pid=402
http://www.mnr.gov.ru/part/?pid=402
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Pykosogutenio ®egeparnsHon cryx0Bbl no
Hag3opy B chepe Npupoaononb30BaHns
MwuHnpupoabsl P®

r-Hy Knpunnosy B.B.

MockBa, 123995, Poccus
Yn. B.'pyauHckas g. 4/6

Tenedakc #: 00-7-(495)-252-06-29

Mcx. Ne 76699-200 12 peBpansa 2008 r.

OTHocuTenbHo MunumnaTtmebl MCOIT
Mo COXpaHeH1to 3anagHoO-TUXOOKeaHCKUX CepblX KUTOB

YBaxaembin r-H Kupunnos,

A obpawatcb kK Bam ¢ npocbbori okasaTb COAEWCTBME peanu3auum BaXXHOMO NPUPOAOOXPAHHOIo
npoekTa Ha ocTpoBe CaxanuH

Bo3amoxHo, Bbl yxe 3HaeTe, Uto B okTAbpe 2006 roga BcemumpHbin Coto3 OxpaHbl Mpupoasl (IUCN)
OpraHM3oBasl HE3aBUCUMYIO Hay4YHYl KOHCYNbTaTUBHYK TPynny C Uenbio BbipaboTKM Ans KOMnaHuu
«CaxanuHckas aHeprusa» pekomeHgaumn no MUHMMM3AUUK KU NPeaoTBpaLleHN0 BO3AENCTBUS MpPOeKTa
«CaxanuH-2» Ha 3anagHO-TUXOOKEaHCKMX CepbiX KUTOB OKono mnobepexbs ocTtpoBa CaxanvH. B
KOHCYNbTaTMBHYIO Tpynmny BXOAST HECKOMbKO YNEHOB W3 TIPyMMbl CTPaTErMyeckoro niaHMpoBaHUs
nccregoBaHuin No cepbiM kntam Poccuiickon MexxBegoMCTBEHHON VIXTMONOrMYeCcKon KOMUCCUMN.

BcneacTteue kpaniHe manown YMCeHHOCTM 3Ta reorpadmuyveckn obocobneHHas nonynsaumst kutoB Obina
OTHECeHa K Haxoddawemncsi B KPUTMYECKOM COCTOAHMM M BHeceHa B KpacHbin Cnimcok MCOIN. 3tn
XMBOTHble Takke 3aHeceHbl B KpacHyto kHury P®. K coxaneHuio, wenbd Ha ceBepo-BOCTOKE OCTPOBa
CaxanuH, rge yxe Begytcsa n 6yoyt npoBoauTbCsa paboTbl NO NOUCKY M Jobblye HEPTU M rasa, aBnseTcs
€[MHCTBEHHbIM B HAcTOsILLIEe BpEMS MECTOM Haryna 3anagHO-TUXOOKEaHCKUX CepbiX KUTOB.

KoHcynbTaTvBHast HaydHas rpynna yxe BblpaboTana psa pekomeHaaLunin, OTHOCALLMXCS K NPOBEAEHMUIO
pasBeakM u J00blMM HeddTM M rasa B MecTax KOpMEeXkuM kutoB. OpHako, Ana Toro, 4tobbl MX
ncnosnb3oBaTbk B MOMHOW Mepe, HeobXoOUMO y4duTbIBaTb paboTy B panoHe 3TMX akBaTopui U Apyrux
KomnaHui, nommmo «CaxanmHCKkoM aHeprum». Ha cBoel nocnegHen BcTpede B Hosibpe 2007 roaa,
KoHcynbTaTBHas rpynna Bblpa3usnia 00eCnoKOEHHOCTb OTCYTCTBMEM HaOEeXHOW MHdopmaumm o6 aTux
nnaHax. Habniogartenb, npepcraensswimi MMHUCTEPCTBO MPUPOAHLIX pecypcoB P®, coobwwmn, 4to
netom 2008 roga nnaHupyetcs celcmopasBedka Ha JlebeguHckom mectopoxaeHun. OgHako OH He
pacnonaran 6onee getanbHOW MHOPMaUMEN, paBHO Kak U CBeAEHMSMM O ApYyrnx nogobHoro poga
paboTtax, nnaHnpyembix B 2008, 1 B nocnegytowme rogpl.

B cBssn ¢ atum s obpawatock kK Bam C npocbboli okasaTb cogencteue B npepoctaBneHun [UCN
CcBeJeHUIn O TOM, Kakve paboTbl NNaHMpylTcs Ha ydacTkax wenbga CaxanuHa, Ha KoTopble yxe
BblAaHbl NMLEH3UN, NN NX Bbldada oxuaaeTcs. A Takke npoLly npeJocTaBuTb MHpOpMaLIMIo O NpoekTax
no gobblve HeddTU KM rasa Ha wenbge ocTtpoBa CaxanuH, KOTOpble B HacTosilee BpeMsi npoxoasT
rocy4apCTBEHHYIO 3KOJTOMMYECKY 3KCMEPTHIY.

A Hagetocb Ha MonyyYyeHWe MO3UTUBHOMO OTBeTa Ha Mok npocbby. Ecnm Bam Heobxogumma
pononHutenbHas nHdopMaums O Halem NpoekTe, noxanymncra, obpatuteck kK Bnagumupy Molukano,
ovpektopy [Npeactasutensctea MCOIN (IUCN) B MockBe, KOTOpbIA OTBEYaeT 3a CBSA3b C MPOEKTOM
(Vladimir.moshkalo@iucn.ru; +7 495 609 3991).



mailto:Vladimir.moshkalo@iucn.ru

JononHutensHasa nHpopmMaums Ha NPOEKTY Takke HaXOAUTCA Ha UHTEPHET canTte
http://www.iucn.org/themes/marine/sakhalin/index.htm

C yBaxeHuem

Kapn lNyctas JlyHauH
PykoBoauTenks rnobanbHOM MOPCKOW NporpamMmmbl
BcemunpHiin Coto3 OxpaHbl MNpupogbl (IUCN)


http://www.iucn.org/themes/marine/sakhalin/index.htm

Carl Gustaf LUNDIN
Head - Global Marine Program
IUCN - The World Conservation Union

The Federal Supervisory Natural Resources Management Service (Rosprirodnadzor) received your letter
dated 12.02.2008 with reference No. 76699-200 and expresses acknowledgement for your concern about
the destiny of grey whales living near Sakhalin. Unfortunately, Rosprirodnadzor doesn’t have full details
about IUCN's Initiative on conservation of this grey whale population, but is ready to provide full support
to any efforts aimed at their conservation.

Nowadays Rosprirodnadzor doesn’t conduct any expertise of the projects for oil and gaz extraction in the
shelf of Sakhalin. In case such an expertise will be implemented the questions of preservation of gray
whale population will be a priority.

Regarding issuing the permits for use of land for exploration and extraction of subsoil resources we would
like to inform you that this questions fall under competence of The Federal Subsoil Resources
Management Agency

V.V Kirillov


http://www.mnr.gov.ru/part/?pid=402
http://www.mnr.gov.ru/part/?pid=399
http://www.mnr.gov.ru/part/?pid=399

OEJEPAJIBHAA CJOYXKBA THE FEDERAL SERVICE

IO HAIA30PY B COEPE . FOR SUPERVISION OF
NPAPOIOIIOJB30OBAHUSA NATURAL RESOURCES
MENAGEMENT
yi. b.I'py3unckas, 1. 4/6, Mocksa B.Gruzinskaya Str., 4/6, Moscow
Poccuiickas ®enepanus, 123995 Russian Federation, 123995

Ten./fakc (+7495) 254-2965 tel./fax (+7495) 254-2965

PykoBonutemo rio6ansHoit Mopckoit
nporpaMmel MCOIT

Kapny I'ycraBy Jlynauny

®QenepainbHas cnyxba 10 Ham3opy B chepe NPUPOAONONB30BaHUs TOJIYYHIIA
Bawe obpamenune ot 12.02.2008 Ne 76699-200 u BBIpAyKaeT IPU3HATEILHOCTh 3a
00eCIIOKOEHHOCTh 0 CyIb0e CephIX KHTOB, OGMTAIOIINX y nobepexbs Caxanuna. K
coxanenuto, PocnpupopHansop He pacronaraer uHpopMaumei o6 HMHunuatuse
MCOIT no coxpaHeHHIO 3TOH mHOMyJIALMH CEepbIX KHTOB, HO TOTOB OKAa3aTh
MOJIEPKKY JIFOOBIM yCUITHSM, HAIPABIEHHBIM Ha e COXPaHEHHe.

B Hacrosiee Bpems Pocnpuponnanzopom rocyaapCTBEHHasl HKOJIOrHUecKas
OKCNEPTH3a TMPOEKTOB 10 J00bIYe He(TH U rasa Ha wenbde octpoa CaxaiuH He
nposoautcs. B ciydae ocymecrBrnenus Takoit skcrepTH3bl, BOIIPOCHI COXPaHEHHsI
TMOIYJISILMY CEPBIX KUTOB Oy1yT MIPHOPUTETHBIMH.

OTHOCHTENBHO BBIIAYH JIMUEH3UH Ha IPABO M0Jb30BaHMUS y4YacTKaMHU HeJp Jyis
Lenel MOMCKa, pa3sBeAKH U AOOBIMH IOJNE3HBIX MCKOMAEMBIX coobIaeM, 4To 3TH
BOIIDOCBI ~ HAXoAATCA B KommeTeHUMH  DejnepanbHOro  aredTcTBA 110
HEepOI0JIb30BaHHIO.
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Russian Federal Subsoil Resources
Management Agency

Carl Gustaf LUNDIN
Head - Global Marine Program
IUCN - The World Conservation Union

Reply to Ref.No. 76699-200 Dated 12.02.2008

Carl Gustaf Lundin!

Russian Federal Subsoil Resources Management Service has considered your
letter dated 12.02.2008 with Ref.No. 76699-200 regarding assistance in implementation
of nature conservation project on Sakhalin Island and is pleased to report the following.
In accordance with the information available in the Agency the activities on Sakhalin
shelf are planned concern mostly extraction of oil, gas and gas condensate and will be
carried out on the sites: “Odoptu-sea, Nothern Cupola” (JSC OC “Rosheft”); Piltun-Astokhsky
site, Lunsky site” (“Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd.”). In 2008 on Veninsky
block (“Veninneft Ltd.”) it is planned a drilling of one search well.

More detailed information about planned activities you can directly from the
mentioned companies.

The questions of the State Environmental Expertise of the oil and gaz extraction projects

as well as assessment of the impact on biological resources fall under competence of the
Russian Federal Supervisory Natural Resources Management Service (Rosprirodnadzor).

Deputy Head P.V.Sadovnik


http://www.mnr.gov.ru/part/?pid=402
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Pyxosomurenio rno6ansnoi
MOPCKOW NporpaMMel
Bcemupnoro Corosa
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POCCHACKOW MEAEPALIMN
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(POCHEAPA)
Pacewn, 123995 Mockrd, yA. B, Mpyzusckas, 4/6

Ten.: {195) 251 8388; haxe: (495) 254 8277
E-muil: rosnedra@rosnedra.com

N

Ha Ne 76699-200  oi 2..02.29.08__

Yeaxaewmelit Kapn I'ycras Jlysgun!

denepanpHoe areHTCTBO [0 HEAPOMONBIOBAHHIO PaccMOTpeno Bame
obpamenue ot 12.02.2008 Ne 76699-200 no Bompocy coJeiHCTBHS B peald3aliy
IIPUPOROOXPAHHOTO MpoekTa Ha o0. CaxammH H  coOGWIaeT, 4HTO 10
npepoctasneHHol B PocHenpa undopmaimu Ha Caxanuuckom mensde B 2008
TOAY TUIAHHUpPYeTCS IPEeHMYIIecTBeHHO A00bNA He(TH, Ta3a M KOHAEHCATa Ha
obnekTax «Onorrry-mope, CesepHsiit kynom» (OAQO HK «PocuHedTh»), «Uaiiso»
(«Dxcon Hepreras Jlumuren»), «[IuneTyH-AcTOXCKMH yuacTOK, JIyHCKHIA
ydacTok» («Caxamun Owepixu Hupectmenr Kommnanum JInmuren»). Ha
Beununckom 6noxke (00O «Berunedtsy) B 2008 r. mnamupyercs Oypenve
OJIHO¥ TIOUCKOBOY CKBa)KMHEL.

s bonee noapobuyro uHpopmaunio o miaHax pabor Bel MoxeTe nomyumts,

00paTHBIINCE HEMOCPEHCTBEHHO K KOMIaHMAM ~ HEJPOTIONB30RATENSM.

Bonpocel rocyJapctBeHHOH IKOTOTHMECKOH 3KCTIEPTH3BI NMPOEKTOB MG
nobbide HeTH M rasza, a Takke OLEHKH ymepba OMopecypcaM Haxomarcs B
KOMIIETECHIIMI ®enepansHOll  cnmyxOul MO HAm3OPY B cthepe
MIPHPOAOTIONE30BAHMA. ‘

IL.B. CagosHuk

3amecturens PykoBoaurens

["ap3anos I'E.
254-63-47
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