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THE IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON PROTECTED AREAS

YOUNG PROTECTED AREA PROFESSIONALS GROUP 

Newsletter No. 2, December 2009

Dear WCPA Young Professionals,

The 2009 is coming to its end and we would like to briefly update you on our main activities during the last 4 months as well as share our prospective plans ahead . 

Since our last (and first ever) newsletter in August, we’ve been concentrating on two major issues: 1) Recruit  new and active members and involving current members more deeply into the Group activities; and 2) Ensure  representation of YPs at global and regional conservation workshops and gatherings. We are glad to report now that we have the core group of active members  and a broader group of young PA professionals worldwide , willing to get involved into our future collective initiatives . We have  also been developing links with other IUCN Commissions, conservation organizations (like WILD Foundation etc.) and youth networks and working to promote more young professionals involvement into IUCN work at various  levels. You will  find more details about these further in the newsletter.

Due to our collective initiation , young PA professionals participated in 4 global and 2 regional conservation events: CBD POWPA discussions, WILD9 Congress, “Protected Areas and Climate Change Summit” and COP 15 in Copenhagen. These exposure have proven  a fruitful  experience and a capacity building opportunities for them. We are keenly  planning to expand this block of activities further in 2010.

We are aware that much more still needs to be done ahead. In 2010 we are going to concentrate, mainly, on the following activities: 1) Development of a web platform for young conservationists and professionals to share information on existing opportunities and to get access to distance-learning tools; 2) Series of activities for YPs upcoming t CBD COP10 in Japan; 3) Fund-raise for Young PA Professionals Forum. We are  looking for your active contribution and inputs to make these plans a reality! 

We sincerely wish you a very productive and dynamic New Year!   
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1.   WCPA YOUNG PA PROFESSIONALS group Update

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

More young professionals are  joining WCPA since August. We currently have about 80 members and 30 more YP Group members, many of whom are awaiting their approval as WCPA members. 

The decision was made to open the Group 2 list-serves at Yahoo Groups and at Linked In to non-WCPA members, who wish to get access to these resources, participate in the life of the Group and, probably, be nominated to join WCPA in case of active contribution to the work of the Group. 

Our Linked In Group (search for IUCN/WCPA Young Protected Area Professionals) currently has 61 members: it’s mainly used to post announcements on capacity building opportunities, available scholarships to attend conservation events and so on. If you’re not yet registered there, we strongly encourage you to do this as well as to contribute by your information to make this resource of more use!
Our Yahoo Group currently has 63 members: it allows posting documents, so we mainly use it to post Group reports, work plans and similar files. For those of you, who have now registered only in one of those list-serves, please, register for the second as well, as they’re not completely equivalent! To get an invitation to register at Yahoo Group, please, send the request to your regional Deputy. We’ll work on creation of a single web-resource to make the access to all our information easier to you in 2010.

It may be also useful to create a Group at Facebook as well: if somebody can volunteer to become a moderator, please, let us know! Meanwhile, you may wish to become a fan of Intergenerational Partnership for Sustainability, which is very closely related to our Group – please, search for it at Facebook or go to: http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/group.php?gid=51760962833.
 They’re also at Wiki at: http://intergenerationalpartnership.wikispaces.com/.

NEW DEPUTIES AND REGIONAL FOCAL POINTS – CALL FOR REGIONAL GROUP LEADERS!

Andrea Michelson is our new WCPA Deputy Chair on Young Professionals for South America. Andrea is originally from Argentina and currently employed by IUCN SUR in Ecuador. Group members from the region are welcome to contact Andrea at Andrea.MICHELSON@iucn.org
We’re still looking for Deputies in North America & the Caribbean, Central America, North Africa/Middle East/West Asia! If you feel, you have enough energy and some time to do this, please, contact Svetlana Kopylova (s_kopylova@yahoo.com)

It has become evident that we need focal points to better work with young conservationists at the national level. We’re happy to present you the new members of our team:

Paula Andrea Bueno – focal point for Colombia, paulibueno@gmail.com; 

Serigne Modou Sarr – focal point for Senegal and the neighboring countries, sarmodou@yahoo.fr
If you would like to contribute to Group activities in your country and become a focal point, please, let us know! The heroes are always wanted! (
CALL FOR volunteer to develop yP GROUP LOGO!

We need a logo to better position the Group within and outside IUCN. If you’d like to help with this, please, send a message to Svetlana Kopylova (s_kopylova@yahoo.com)

2.   YP GROUP ACTIVITIES IN 2009 SECOND QUARTER 
FIRST YP GROUP LEADERS MEETING AT CBD POWPA FUTURES WORKSHOP IN KOREA

4 of YP Group leaders met, for the first time, during the CBD POWPA Futures Workshop in South Korea in September 2009. The meeting was made possible due to the scholarships for YP Group representatives to attend the workshop by WCPA. 

The main decisions, made after series of interactions  among group leaders and together with senior WCPA members and other experts, were as following:

1. To organize a series of events/learning opportunities for YP during CBD COP10 meeting in Japan in October 2010 as well as to ensure maximum possible representation of YP at this principal conservation event of 2010;

2. To conduct a series of events at Healthy Parks – Healthy People Congress in Australia in April 2010;

3. To continue quarterly newsletters for YP Group members;

4. To work on development of website (to start from web pages on the existing WCPA and other websites) for Young Conservation Professionals;

5. To continue involvement of new young members into WCPA;

6. To start fundraising campaign for Forum of Young PA Professionals;


7. To explore possibilities of YPs to work with IUCN regional offices.

The work in 2010 will be based on these decisions. 

Any comments and additions you might have or ideas & support you could provide to implementation of these activities, would be highly appreciated!

YP GROUP REPRESENTATIVES AT REGIONAL powPA REVISION WORKSHOPS

Following the first decision of the Korea meeting, 2 YP Group members were delegated to take part in CBD POWPA Revision Regional Workshops, held in autumn 2009 in Asia and Latin America. Below are the brief reflections and impressions from these meetings from our delegates:

Asia Pacific Regional Workshop on Program of Works on PAs (POWPA) by Sudeep Jana

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) secretariat organized a regional workshop for the Asia Pacific region on the review of progress and capacity building on implementation of POWPA from 12 to 15 October, 2009 in Dehradun, India. With funding support from WCPA, co deputy char for Asia, Young Professional Strategic Direction, WCPA, Sudeep Jana from Nepal attended the workshop. 

The concept processes and methodologies on integration of protected areas into the wider land and seascapes were presented. Case studies and examples of corridors and connectivity such from Nepal, Cambodia and Lao PDR and Micronesia were also discussed. The sub regional working groups (India, South and South East Asia, Pacific Island, West and Central Asia) discussed stages in the process of integrating PAs into wider land/seascapes, assessment, sectors to work with and related strategies. 

Concept and types of PA governance, framework for governance assessments were introduced. Case study from Nepal on participatory conservation was briefly shared. The sub regional working groups also discussed governance innovations, challenges and constraints as well as opportunities and recommendation on the topic. 

Participants also reviewed progress made in implementation in line with goals of POWPA referring to draft reporting format being developed by CBD that includes reporting into progress, gaps, challenges, and best practices on implementation of POWPA at a national level. Likewise, as an input to 14th meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) on the review of POWPA in 2010, participants discussed and added recommendations to the outcomes of international workshop on future of POWPA held in Jeju, South Korea. 

The workshop was hosted by Wildlife Institute of India. Representatives of the government from 25 countries, indigenous and local communities, international conservation agencies, civil society organizations and experts took part in the workshop.
Latin America Regional Workshop on Program of Works on PAs from Andrea Michelson
Regional workshop for Latin America was held from 2 to 5 November 2009 in Bogota, Colombia. 

The meeting had a strong focus in the progress achieved at a country level by PAs agencies and the regional recommendations emerging from national discussions. Interventions from international and inter-governmental organizations in regional discussions were modest. My contributions were mostly linked to my work both at the National Parks Service in Argentina (national level) and at IUCN SUR (regional level).

During the meeting I had the chance to:

· Get a better understanding about the POWPA components, the progress status in the countries of the LAC region and the report process. 

· Establish contact with official country representatives of the LAC region.

· Make contact with international experts in relevant fields related to PAs (Climate Change, Mobile Indigenous People and Management Effectiveness) and with CBD focal points.

· Contribute to the progress review on POWPA implementation and add inputs to the recommendations for SBSTTA.

As a YP, this was an excellent learning experience as it allowed me to come in direct contact with a central issue to my current and future work in PAs. I came up with some ideas on how to organize the YPs group discussions around the POWPA.  YPs urgently need a clear niche at national, regional and global level to avoid being left out of POWPA discussions and to be able to have an impact at multiple levels. For YPs to effectively contribute to strengthen the implementation of the PoWPA in preparation to the COP10, I recommend that YP Group of WCPA:

· Identify YPs national focal points in all the regions;

· Recruit in every region a minimum of 10 YPs/country that balance:
- YPs working in national PAs systems 
- YPs from NGOs
- YPs from local, indigenous, ethnic communities;

· Have a minimum of one Skypeference every 30-45 days for group coordination (global coordinator, regional delegates, national focal points);

· Develop an on-line training system for YPs on POWPA components;

· Carry out an international YPs forum that discusses issues and ways in which YPs can aid to strengthen POWPA implementation;

· Organize and channel YPs recommendations to SBSTTA.

     SERIES OF EVENTS FOR YOUNG CONSERVATION PROFESSIONALS AT WILD9, MEXICO

WILD9 Congress, which took place in Merida, Mexico in November 2009, was very much focused on getting young conservationists fully engaged. WCPA YP Group was among initiators and organizers of series of events for young conservation professionals within this Congress.  

Special workshop for 35 young professionals, aimed to present new IUCN/WCPA Strategic Direction on Young Protected Area Professionals and to discuss needs and opportunities to assist young professionals in their career development and capacity building was conducted. YP gave final presentation on their work on the plenary at the last day of the Congress. 

Congress participants resolved that: “IUCN-WCPA will work with the WILD Foundation and the Young Professionals assembled at WILD9 to meet mutually beneficial goals, including an integrated working relationship between IUCN-WPCA Young Professionals Direction and the WILD Foundation in creating an International Young Professionals Network and provision of support to ensure continued secretariat support for the Young Professional Network created at WILD9”. 
As the outcomes from WILD9, WCPA YP Group has agreed to join forces with WILD Foundation, WCPA/IUCN Commission on Environmental Law and some other partners to expand WCPA YP Group and establish Young Conservationists Network. The network will be opened to all young conservationists, who wish to join and to contribute. Membership in the Network will not automatically mean the membership in WCPA, but active and experienced members will have more chances to be nominated to WCPA membership.

It was also agreed that creation of web platform for YP will be one of the priority projects of the Network.

WILD9 organizers have managed to provide a number of scholarships for young delegates, members of our Group, to attend the Congress. Below are some impressions from them:
WILD9: A 32 year-old youth experience – by Paula Bueno, Colombia
From South Africa to Mexico, not only oceans and mountains separate us from between what it’s needed and what has actually been done towards conserving our Planet Earth. Ian Player’s dream has overcome its own expectations through the lights and shadows of this 32 year-old path, resulting in today’s worldwide biggest movement for the wilderness conservation: WILD, from its very deep nature has put different cultures, forces, thoughts and ways of living altogether in order to materialize what we just did at WILD9: to feel, to think and moreover, to act. 

From a young perspective, the WWC made us feel we needed a change, so we became change agents discussing about our future in the WILD world; We came together to think how to do this with a real perspective, getting to establish a preliminary route of action, triggering those expectations to become acquisitions of a dream brought by the leaders who inspired us, in a bid for creating a critical WILD mass.

No matter what, we convinced ourselves we must act right away and in the future, giving a start upon our own wilderness conservation from our very daily actions, putting into practice what both ancestral masters and current emporiums have shown us to be possible to do in order to safeguard our home, to be the interested people further than the interesting ones and act in consequence and overall, to value the strength of the youth to create actual paradigm shifts to make this the natural Earth we want to live in. 

Hopefully WILD9 would have set the foundations of a solid and dynamic group of young conservationists throughout the world, committed to nourish the passion for biodiversity conservation that, just as Jane Goodall confirmed it, starts with a seed of hope and grows old as a green way of life. 

Message from WILD9 by Anya Zavadskaya, Russia
On 6 – 13 November 2009 in Merida (Mexico) 9th World Wilderness Congress was hold. It united in one dialog managers of protected areas, scientists, businessmen, educators, representatives of state authorities and non-government organizations. Over the 8 days about 1500 delegates from over 50 countries gathered together to join their efforts in solving ecological problems.

In addition the WILD9 became a platform for meeting of young professionals from protected areas and other related fields from all over the world. It was one of the first and few meetings of such level and scale, providing a great number of outstanding opportunities for our community of young and active. 

So, what were these live-changing opportunities?

First of all, the opportunity to take part in the WILD9 itself. The Wild Foundation and collaborating partners provided partial and full scholarships for Young Professional delegates, ages 18-29, to attend the Congress. The second, very important opportunity was to conduct and participate in a significant dialogue with other young leaders from all over the world. We exchanged our experiences, problems and ideas and came to understanding the necessity of building the international active group, playing important role in world ecological organizations. During presentation of Young PA Professionals Group, following by special seminar, organized by Svetlana Kopylova, we outlined principal directions of our work as united community.

For making our dialogue more active, incentive and advanced and to capture our WILD9 experiences we learned on our media training day and then used new communications tools (blogs, twitter, facebook, video, etc.). Several young delegates engaged in the resolutions process and final presentation to influence the process of conservation and nature protection in the world.

So, for many of us WILD9 became a critical starting point for future work in the field of environmental management, protection and conservation. 

      YP GROUP HELPS MANAGING WCPA/IRF YOUNG CONSERVATIONist AWARD

The Young Conservationist of the Year 2009 will be announced at the Healthy Parks Healthy People Congress in Australia in April 2010. Applications for this award are currently assessed by the Evaluation Committee. 2 WCPA YP Group members are part of this Committee and are helping to analyze applications and select a winner. It is hoped that this last one will receive his/her award at the congress dinner gala in front of all delegates.
The selection process will finish at the end of January 2010. The best Young Conservationists and their contributions to protected area management will be recognized at WCPA website in the early 2010.

3.   WCPA YP GROUP IN THE BROADER CONTEXT
IUCN COUNCIL HAS COMMITTED TO APPOINTING a YOUNG COUNCILOR BEFORE ITS NEXT MEETING – REPORT FROM , Dominic Stucker, CEC SPECIAL ADVISOR ON INTERGENERATIONAL PARTNERSHIP

Broader involvement of young people in IUCN-wide activities, not limited to WCPA only, was discussed at the last IUCN Council meeting in November 2009. Dominic Stucker, Special Advisor on Intergenerational Partnership on the  IUCN Commission on Education and Communication, was invited to observe the meeting as a youth representative. Successes of the discussion include:

•   the Council approved a motion on appointing a young Councilor before its next meeting – this is the first time ever that a young person will be selected to become a Council member; 

•   all 6 IUCN Commission Chairs are committed to greater youth engagement; 

•   Council discussed inviting a young person to be on the World Conservation Congress Preparatory Committee for South Korea in 2012. 

It looks like an IUCN-wide Task Force on Intergenerational Partnerships is emerging, which would involve members from all Commissions, the Council, and Secretariat.  WCPA YP Group is actively participating in this process and we’ll keep you informed on the further development of this initiative.  For more information see http://intergenerationalpartnership.wikispaces.com/
NEWS FROM YP GROUP OF IUCN COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

The IUCN Commission on Environmental Law (CEL) has created the CEL Group of Young Professionals which will implement mechanisms to involve young professionals with the CEL, to promote intergenerational collaboration and the sharing of ideas and proposals between its members. 

Despite its recent creation, the Group of Young Professionals already has twenty-five members from several countries including Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Ecuador, Honduras, Paraguay, Peru and United States.

As a first activity, they have created a blog:

http://celgroupofyoungprofessionals.blogspot.com/ and they invite all the members to contribute to the blog and to help definining the main actions of the Group thoughout 2010.
For further information, please, contact Bruno Monteferri, Chair of CEL´s Group of YP at bmonteferri@spda.org.pe
4.    CONSERVATION EVENTS & WCPA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

rEPORT FROM pa CLIMATE SUMMIT IN ANDALUCIA, SPAIN FROM YP Group member, Serigne Modou sarr, sENEGAL

The Summit “NATURAL SOLUTIONS: Protected areas helping the world cope with climate change” was jointly conducted by Junta de Andalucía, Spain and IUCN PPA, WCPA and the IUCN Centre for Cooperation in the Mediterranean.
The objectives of the meeting included the following:
· To celebrate the 20th anniversary of protected area legislation in Andalucía, Spain, and provide technical and policy input for the on-going process of legislative review on protected areas and climate change. 

· To review and discuss the findings of the publication “Natural Solutions: Protected areas helping the world cope with climate change”. 

· To demonstrate and compile case studies on protected area solutions for climate mitigation and adaptation. 

· To develop a message for Parties to the UNFCCC and to the CBD and other relevant conventions regarding appropriate policy and practice measures for protected area systems in responding to climate change. 

· To develop a committed partnership and 10 year programme for science, policy and practice of protected areas in climate change mitigation and adaptation among a consortium of prominent organizations. 

Personal use of the Summit:

I intend to share the results of this meeting with all the young professionals’ members of the WCPA. Certain case studies will be useful to me in my daily work in the level of Management of the National parks of Senegal to allow my country and Africa in general to take part in this work. On the level of the group of the young people of the WCPA, I will gear down information by initiating and facilitating relevant discussions in Africa.    

HEALTHY PARKS – HEALTHY PEOPLE, AUSTRALIA, APRIL 2010

The Healthy Parks Healthy People Congress in 11-16 April 2010 Melbourne, Australia, will be holding a Young Professional (YP) workshop. This workshop will focus on current 'hot topic' issues faced by YPs in the conservation and eco-health fields. 
This workshop will use the World Cafe method to maximize networking opportunities. YP participants will be able to express their opinions in a safe and lateral thinking environment. Outputs will allow the WCPA YP Group to direct efforts to areas expressed as being important by YPs.
THE PARKS FORUM, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 2010

The Parks Forum, August 2010 Sydney, Australia, will be hosting a one day workshop for YPs. The details of this workshop are being finalized now. The info will be made available for you in advance.

CBD COP10, JAPAN, OCTOBER 2010

WCPA YP Group is planning to have a series of events & learning opportunities for young protected area professionals at CBD COP 10 meeting in Nagoya, Japan in October 2010. Detailed proposals on this are now being developed. Should you have any ideas in this regards, please, let us know!
5.   PLANS FOR 2010
YOUNG PA PROFESSIONALS FORUM – CALL FOR FUNDRAISING IDEAS!

One of the potential projects of WCPA YP for 2010 could be Young PA Professionals Forum, which could gather together 30-50 Group members from all over the world to learn from each other’s experience in one or two particular topics of PA management, communicate informally with senior experts in relevant fields and build up a team to carry out future projects, aimed at strengthening the emerging Young Conservation Professionals Network within and beyond WCPA. Another option could be a series of regional gatherings with similar agenda – this approach will allow minimizing costs. 

We’d like to conduct a Forum in the end of 2010. Probably, it could be conducted within CBD COP10 meeting in Japan – but may be done as a separate meeting as well. 

We urgently need help in fundraising to make this possible! Those of you who could volunteer some time for it or provide advices and ideas, please, contact Svetlana Kopylova at s_kopylova@yahoo.com
 WEBSITE FOR YOUNG CONSERVATION PROFESSIONALS
Website for Young Conservation Professionals will be developed together with WILD Foundation and other partners as one of our priorities in 2010. Any ideas and support are welcome.
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