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ABSTRACT

This electronic catalog presents identification photographs of 150 western gray whales (Eschrichtius
robustus) collected between 1994 and 2005 off Sakhalin Island, Russia, by the joint Russia-U.S. 
research program. The overarching objectives of making this catalog freely available are twofold: (1) to 
facilitate international cooperation and collaboration between current and future research groups 
collecting data on the western gray whale population; and (2) to provide an individual numbering 
scheme and standardized images of western gray whales that can be used for comparison by other 
research groups and organizations. This CD-based catalog is available on request and utilization of 
such is predicated by the data use agreement provided therein.



Catalog Data Source



L

R

F

CATALOG ID NUMBER
032

NAME
FLEX

FIRST/LAST YEAR SEEN
1997/2005

GENETIC SAMPLE?
YES



COPYRIGHT AND DATA OWNERSHIP

The images and data included here have been provided on the understanding that they will only be 
used with the permission of the authors. Copyright remains with the senior author whom retains 
ownership of all photographs and data herein. It is envisioned that in most cases, other research 
groups studying western gray whales will collaborate with the Russia-U.S. research program in 
producing publications and an updated catalog based on matches made to the present catalog. To 
encourage this, and protect ownership of data from each current contributor, the amount of auxiliary 
information provided with the images in the catalog has been minimized. All users of this catalog 
must agree to the following: not to use data or images provided herein in any presentation, report, 
publication, product or commercial application without prior permission from the senior author of 
this catalog.
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Integration Of Western Gray Whale Photo-Identification Data (pp. 5)

Participants at the workshop discussed the costs and benefits of continuing two independent photo-id research programmes with relatively little collaboration to date. 
Consistency between the two catalogues has not been determined and procedures for identification and inclusion have not been compared. Combining these data sets, 
after they have passed through appropriate quality control procedures, would enable more precise estimation of the population and hence quicker detection of 
possible negative developments. Importantly, duplication of field effort potentially exposes the whales to unnecessary disturbance from research.

The IISG recommends that the following steps be taken towards integration of the photo-identification data:

1. Members of IBM and Russia-US teams meet to compare existing catalogs and develop a prototype master catalog.

2. The prototype master catalog be reviewed by external scientists nominated and agreed on by the IISG/WGWAP and stakeholders. An impartial 
body, such as IUCN or the Marine Mammal Commission, independently selects reviewers and carries the task forward.

3. Adjustments to the prototype catalog be made according to the outcome of independent review and subsequent assignment of a common 
individual numbering system.

4. A master catalog be created and shared between IBM and Russia-US teams and, potentially, others. Minimum data to be included would be 
common individual/catalog numbers and information on photographer/team responsible for the photographs.

5. Existing data sets (i.e., sighting information) be adjusted to match the master catalog.

6. Data sharing agreement be developed to protect confidentiality, data use and ownership. This agreement would incorporate interests of all 
stakeholders (IBM and Russia-US teams, SEIC, ENL). Assistance of the IISG/WGWAP and IUCN in this process would be sought.

7. Data be exchanged on a project-by-project basis using the data sharing agreement above.

Approval by SEIC, ENL, IBM, and the Russia-U.S. team is needed to carry the above collaboration forward.

The IISG recommends this initial step of collaboration to facilitate population assessment, reduce duplication of field efforts, and avoid disturbance of the whales. 
Such collaboration also could facilitate development of new, more effective approaches to population monitoring.
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