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His Excellency Prof. Dr. Bui Cach Tuyen — Director General — Viet Nam Enviroment
Administration,

His Excellency Associate Prof. Dr. Truong Manh Tien — Director General — Viet Nam
Environment Protection Fund,

Dear representatives from international organizations, NGOs, and related agencies,
Ladlies and gentlement!

On behalf of IUCN Viet Nam Country Office, I am very happy to be here with you to
celebrate World Wetlands Day in Viet Nam and I congratulate VEA/MONRE on organizing
today’s event.

Viet Nam is rich in freshwater and marine wetlands. These are mainly distributed in the Red
River and the Mekong River Deltas and along the 3,260 km coastline. Current estimates are
that there are 1 million hectares of relatively natural wetlands mainly concentrated in river
mouths and around some island lagoons, and with 100,000 hectares in 12 lagoons from
Thua Thien Hue to Binh Thuan province.

The Mekong Delta is the furthest downstream portion of the Mekong River Basin. The delta
has a total area of about 4 million hectares and its wetlands are among the richest
ecosystems of the basin, comprising tidal floodplains, coastal marshes, peat land marshes,
estuaries, and mangroves. These wetlands are important breeding sites for many aquatic
species migrating from the upper reaches of the Mekong River.

The Directory of Asian Wetlands lists over 25 wetland sites in Viet Nam that meet the criteria
of Wetlands of International Importance. Despite this, only two wetlands are recognized as
RAMSAR sites: Xuan Thuy National Park in the Red River Delta, and Bau Sau in Cat Tien
National Park.

Issues in 2003, Decree 109 gave MONRE the authority to create wetlands conservation
areas but in six years none have been created. This slow progress in the legal designation
and protection of wetlands reflects a broader disregard for the goods and services that
healthy ecosystems provide. Simply put, the goods and services of wetlands are ignored in
favor of immediate economic growth because that is how government leaders are judged.
That's why half the lakes in Ha Noi disappeared between 1995 and 2010.

The consequences of this growth at all costs approach to development are painfully clear in
the Mekong Delta, which was until recently a vast natural wetland system. But over the last
30 years, tens of thousands of km of dykes and canals have converted the delta into
something resembling a vast rice paddy. The delta’s remaining natural wetlands survive as
tiny fragments. Rice production has increased greatly. But the economic and human costs
in terms of declining groundwater tables, poor water quality, acute pesticide poisoning, and
increased dry season salt water intrusion are growing.



And there is a new threat to the Mekong Delta: the construction of dams on the Mekong
River. Globally, all deltas are sinking naturally because of sediment compaction. What
keeps them above water is the inflow of fresh sediment. But if dams are built, the sediment
supply is cut off, and the delta sinks under the ocean. This is what has happened to the
Mississippi Delta and is predicted to happen to the Mekong Delta under current scenarios.
The rate of sinking will be even faster than the rate of sea level rise predicted in climate
change scenarios, and the two forces combined could lead to a rapid land loss.

To address these threats requires strong government leadership because maintaining the
Mekong Delta in @ more natural state means relaxing rice production targets and dealing
with complex international waters issues.

IUCN would like to continue to support MONRE's efforts to increase the number of RAMSAR
sites and strengthen wetlands conservation in Viet Nam.

Thank you.



CAC VUNG PAT NGAP NUO'C O’ VIET NAM: HAY HANH PONG
NGAY BAY GIO' DE GIAI QUYET CAC MOI DE DOA MOT

Ong Jake Brunner, Diéu phéi vién chucng trinh qudc gia, IUCN
27/2/2010
Kinh thua Gs. Ts.Bui Cach Tuyén — Téng cuc trubng — Téng cuc Méi truong,
Kinh thua Pho Gs. Ts. Truong Manh Tién — Giam doéc — Quy Moi truong Viét Nam,

Thua dai dién cdc t6 chuc quéc té cac té chutc phi Chinh phd, cdc co quan ban nganh co
lién quan.

Thua céc quy vi dai biéu!

Trudc hét, thay mat cho T6 chirc Bao ton Thién nhién Qudc t& IUCN tai Viét Nam, téi rét
vinh du dugc ¢ mat tai ddy hdm nay dé chiic mirng Cuc Bo ton Da dang Sinh hoc, BO Tai
nguyén Mdi trudng (B6 TN & MT) d& ding ra t6 chiic su' kién ngay D&t ngdp nudc Thé gidi
tai Viét Nam.

Viét Nam la quoc gia cé rat nhiéu vung dat ngap nudc ngot va nudc man. Cac vung dat
ngap nudc phan bé chi yéu ven séng Hong, séng Mékéng va doc dudng bd bién dai 3.260
km. Hién nay, udc tinh c6 khoang 1 triéu hecta dién tich dat ngap nudc tu’ nhién, tap trung
chu yéu & vung clra song va cac khu vuc dam pha. Viét Nam cé 12 dam pha phan bd tur tinh
Thira Thién Hué dén Binh Thuén vdi tong dién tich khoang 100.000 hecta.

Dong bdng sdng Mékong la khu vuc ha luu séng Mékodng véi dién tich khoang 4 triéu hecta,
cac vung dat ngdp nudc & day cd hé sinh thai rat da dang nhu hé sinh thai dong bang ngap
ITi chiu tac ddng cua thuy triéu, d@m [ay ven bién, dat than bun, clra séng, va rirng ngap
man. Cac vung dat ngap nudc dong vai tro rat quan trong trong viéc cung cap moi trudng
s6ng va thirc an cho cac loai sinh vat thuy sinh di cu’ dén tir thugng nguon song Mékong.

Theo Danh muc céc viing dat ngdp nudc Chau A, Viét Nam cd tat ca 25 ving d&t ngap nudc
dap (ng cac tiéu chi dé trd thanh Khu dat ngdp nudc ¢ tdm quan trong quéc t& (hay con
goi la khu Ramsar). Tuy nhién, dén nay, Viét Nam mdi chi c6 2 khu Ramsar la Xuan Thuy
thudc chau thé séng Hong va Bau Su thudc VQG Cat Tién.

Nghi dinh 109 cta Chinh phu da giao B6 TN & MT la dau moi dé xuat va xay dung cac khu
bao ton dat ngap nudc nhung da 6 nam qua, chua cé6 mot khu bao ton dat ngap nudc nao
dugc thanh 13p. Ly do cla viéc nay cho thay su quan tam chua day du vé cac hang hoa va
dich vu ma cac hé sinh thai dat ngap nudc mang lai. Hang hoa va dich vu do dat ngap nudc
mang lai chua dugc chid y diing mdc trong qua trinh phat trién kinh té€ hién nay la do su
diéu hanh ctia nhitng ngudi dirng dau Chinh phu. Viéc mét nira dién tich cac hé & Ha Néi bi
mat di tur ndm 1995 dén ndm 2000 da cho thay diéu nay.

H&u qua cua viéc phat trién bang moi gid nay da gay ton hai dang k€& cho viing chau thé
song Mékong - mot khu vuc véi hé thong dat ngap nudc tu nhién rat I6n. Trong 30 nam
qua, hang chuc nghin km kénh, muang dugc xdy dung da bién vung chiu thd nay thanh
khu vuc trong IUa I16n nhat cda ca nudc. Nhitng vung dat ngap nudc tu’ nhién con sét lai &
day chi rat nhd va manh mun. Tuy san lugng gao tdng dang k& nhung cai gid vé kinh t& va



nhan van ma chung ta phai tra cling dang tang Ién khi viéc lam nay gay giam muc nuGc
ngam, suy giam chat lugng nudc ngot, 6 nhiém thudc trir sau trong dat va nudc, thai gian
kho han trong mot nam dai han va dién tich nudc nhiém man tang.

Hién nay, mot mdi de doa mdi dén chau thé séng M&kéng chinh 1a viéc xay cac con dép &
thugng ngudn. Cac viing ddng bang chau thé trén toan cau dang trd nén thdp hon muc
nudc bién mdt cach tu' nhién. Ly do gilip cac vung ddng bang nay gilr dugc do cao trén muc
nudc bién la do sy boi ldng ctia dong tram tich. Nhung néu xay dung cac con dép, su' boi
l3ng tram tich s& khdng thé dién ra va viing ddng bang chau thd sé trim xuéng, nghia la
nam thap hon muc nudc bién. Dy la diéu da xay ra d6i véi chau thd sdng Missisippi va
dudc du bdo 1a cling s& xay ra tudng tu d6i v&i ving chau thé sdéng Mékdng. Toc dd trim
xubng hién dang tdng nhanh hon so véi mirc dd nudc bién dang dugc du’ bao trong cac kich
ban bién d6i khi hau, va véi su' két hgp cla ca hai yéu td nay thi viéc mat dat sé xay ra
nhanh chéng.

PE giai quyét cdc méi de doa nay doi hoi su chi dao manh mé tir Chinh phi nham duy tri su
tu nhién v8n c6 clia vung chau thé séng Mékdng méc du viéc nay cd thé gidm nang sudt va

san lugng gao nhung lai c6 thé gidi quyét dugc cac van dé phirc tap dang dién ra trén toan

cau lién quan dén ngudn nudc ngot.

Vdn phong IUCN tai Viét Nam mong mudn dugc ti€p tuc hgp tac véi B6 TN & MT tang sé
lugng cac khu Ramsar va ho trg cong tac bao ton dat ngap nudc tai Vit Nam.

Xin tran trong cam on!



